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Other foundation can no man lay, 


than that is laid, which is Feſus 


Chrift. | 


=SapsN every undertaking it is the prin- 

BAS cipal point to lay and to ſecure a 
good foundation, In temporal 
= concerns all men ſee and acknow- 
ledge this truth, and are careful enough to 
act agreeably to it. The men of buſineſs, 


of pleaſure, and of ambition, - have each 


their foundation to build upon, from whence 
they promiſe themſelves ſucceſs. The learn- 
ed alſo have their data, and firſt principles 
in every. art and ſcience, which are laid 
down as a ſure foundation, whereon the art 
or ſcience may be built. The chriſtian 1n 
like manner has his foundation. Divinity 
has its firſt principle, with this manifeſt ad- 
vantage above the arts and ſciences, that 
God hath built it, and upon one plain {im- 
ple truth, which is clearly aſcertained both 
in the old teſtament and the new, Jeſus 
Chriſt being propoſed in. both, as the only 
foundation of faith and obedience. This 
one ſure foundation is laid, and no other 
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can be laid : For other foundation can 110 
man lay, than that 1s laid, which is Feſus 
Chriſt. What words can be more clear and 


decifive than theſe are, and yet the miſtakes 
of men about them are endleſs, even of 


men who allow the divine authority of this 


very paſſage ? The papiſts have multiplied 
the one foundation into a great number, 
building upon the bleſſed Virgin, as much 
as they do upon the ever bleſſed God her 
Saviour, and upon a multitude of fabulous 
ſaints. And the Arians and Socinians, the 
peſts of this age, have been trying to dig 
up the foundation, and would willingly 


leave no traces of it remaining. And ſome 


of the reformed churches, which ſct out 
well at firſt, laying Chriſt, and Chriſt alone 
for the foundation, have fince buit upon 
him, wood, hay, ſtubble, and ſuch like re- 
probate ſtuff, which, when it comes to be 
tried in the fire will be burnt. And the 
generality of men have no foundation at all, 
but live careleſs and unconcerned about the 
ſtate of their ſouls, never examining whe- 
ther they are built upon Jeſus Chriſt, the 
rock of ages, on whom the building fitly 
framed together, groweth into an holy tem- 

le in the Lord. Each of theſe miſtakes 
hs at preſent numerous advocates, ſome of 
them have great intereſt, and others have 
enjoyed a long eſtabliſhment, and the eſpou- 
ſers of each have ſomething ſpecious to ofter 
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4:83 
1n its defence, which being drefſed up with 
the ornaments of falſe learning, and falling 
in with our own corrupt inclinations, is 
very apt to ſeduce us from the foundation of 
truth. For theſe reaſons it will be proper 


and feaſonable to look to the foundation, 
and to ſee whether we ſtand ſecure upon it. 


| In this enquiry the words of the text will 


be uſeful ; they are ſo plain and clear, as to 
leave no doubt in every honeſt teachable 
mind, which is willing to be determined by 
the authority of the written word, and hears 
and reads it under the guidance of its all-wiſe 
inſpirer. St. Paul is here reproving his Co- 
rinthians for the envying and ſtrife, and 
diviſions, which were among them. He 
had converted them to the faith, and 4- 
pollos had built them up in it, and they 
had great reaſon to join together in giving 
praiſe and glory to God, who had called 
them out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light. But the common enemy of their 
fouls prevented this deſirable effect, by ſow- 
ing diſcord between them. He tempted 
them into a party ſpirit, and they divided 
about the gifts and talents of their miniſters. 
One faid that he was of Paul, another that 
he was of Apollos; and they forgot, that 
neither is Paul that planteth any thing, 
neither Apollos that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increaſe. All the glory of plant- 
ing and watering, as well as of the increaſe 
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is God's, For we, fays the Apoſtle, are 
only labourers together with God, Altho' 


by our miniſtry the good ſeed was ſown in. 


your hearts, yet ye are God's huſbandry. 
Although by our preaching ye were built 
up in your moſt holy faith, yet'ye are 
God's building. We could do nothing 


without his grace: for according to the 


grace of God, which is given to me as a 


wiſe maſter builder- I have laid the founda- 


tion, This wiſe maſter builder laid the 
foundation, when he converted them to 
chriſtianity, and he cautions every miniſter 
of the goſpel to take heed how he buildeth 


thereon, becauſe there was but one founda- 


tion on which all doCtrines and duties reſted 
— for other foundation can no man lay, than 


that is laid. The foundation is the entire 
ground-work of religion, upon which every 


part of it muſt reſt. The whole building 1s 
to ſtand upon it, and therefore it ſhould be 
laid ſecure. Certainly it cannot be too 
ſtrong and firm, which is to ſupport our 
preſent and our eternal happineſs. Look at 


this tempeſtuous world, and behold what 


rains deſcend, what floods come, what 
winds blow, and beat upon our weak taber- 
nacle, threatening its fall, how can we ſtand 
againſt theſe mighty aſſaults, unleſs we be 


founded upon a rock? For our comfort 


God hath laid a foundation, againſt which 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail, and 


there- 


/ 


L7 3 
therefore we need not doubt of its ſta- 
bility or duration. He laid it firſt in the 
covenant of grace, ordered in all things and 
ſure, when he purpoſed before all worlds, 
to bring many ſons unto glory through 
Jeſus Chriſt. He afterwards revealed his 
purpoſe in the written word, and he hath 
therein laid but one foundation, and there 
is no other. Moſes and the prophets have 
laid no other foundation in the old teſta- 
ment than what is eſtabliſhed throughout 
the new, which 7s Feſus Chrift, on whom 
we may ſafely build all our hopes of falva- 
tion, becaufe he is God and man united in 
one Chriſt, who came as our repreſentative 
to at and ſuffer for us, and thereby to re- 
ſtore us to 'the happy eſtate which we had 
forfeited by the fall. As man he obeyed 
the divine law to atone for our diſobedience, 
as man he ſuffered what we ſhould have 
ſuffered for diſobeying ; but then his obe- 
dience and ſufferings could never have 
wrought out perfect righteouſneſs for a guilty 
world, unleſs the holy ſuffering Jeſus had 
been united to the moſt high God, and 
God and man had been as intimately 
united in one Chriſt, as the reaſonable ſoul 
and fleſh is one man. The merit of all 
that he did and ſuffered reſts upon his 
-being a divine as well as a human perſon. 
Take away his eternal ſelf-exiſtent God- 
head, and you ſink him down into a mere 

Crea- 


[FE nia eee CE EC ms 
"1 —_ —_ Meas \. ” 


OTITIS DTTIPs a > 


[8] : 
creature : And then place him ever fo high, 
ſuppoſe him to be at the very top of the 
ſcale of creatures, yet you make him finite ; 
and being ſo, cloath him with every grace 
and perfeQtion ſhort of divine, he could fave 
no perſon but himſelf, for it is an adjudged 
caſe upon record, that no man can redeem 
his brother, or pay to God a ranſom for him. 

The divinity then of Jeſus Chriſt is the 
3d foundation on which the whole of our fal- 
| vation reſts : for there is ſalvation in none 
| other, and if he be not true and very God, 

there 1s no ſalvation in him, Our preach- 

ing is vain, and your faith in him is alſo 
© vain, We are all yet in our fins, for no- 
thing ſhort of divine and infinite can fave 
| us from the guilt and power of them. But 
the ſcripture has clearly revealed his divine 
and infinite nature. It has not left us in 

doubt concerning the power of the ſon of 

man to forgive ſins. The: Saviour of finners 

was Jehovah, a perſon of the ſelf-exiſtent 

efſence ; for we are taught by the chriſtian 

verity to believe, that in the unity of the 

Godhead there are three perſons of equal 

glory and co-eternal majeſty, father, fon, 

and holy ghoſt, who. were pleaſed to diſ- 

play their attributes and perfeCtions, by ſuſ- 

taining diſtin& offices in the ceconomy of 

man's redemption, to whom we therefore 

owe equal glory and worſhip, becauſe their 

love to us in ſuſtaining theſe offices for our 

recovery 
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recovery was equal. God the father was 
glorified by having honour paid to his holi- 


p _ _neſsand juſtice. He demanded full and per- 


fe& fatisfaftion for ſin, which God the ſon 
paid by taking upon him the human nature, 
and therein obeying and ſuffering for finners : 
for which ſtupendous act of love and conde- 
ſcenſion, he was ſeated upon the throne, and 
had all power in heaven and earth committed 
to him, and he is now glorified by all the 
heavenly hoſt, angels and archangels, and 
by the ſpirits of juſt men made perte&t, thou- 
| fands, thouſands, and ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, a great multitude whom no man 
can number. Glory be to his holy name, 
for that his courts will be filled with ſuch an 
innumerable company, aſcribing falvation to 
our God who fitteth on the throne and to 
the lamb for ever. And God the holy ghoſt 
is glorified for abiding with us, even unto 
the end of the world, to carry on the work 
of ſalvation, for awakening the dead in fin, 
enlightening them with the light of life, and 
guiding them in their chriſtian courſe by his 
race, until he bring them unto glory. Thus 
God the father demands fatisfation—God 
the ſon pays it—God the holy ghoſt applies 
it—but {till in theſe offices the glory is equal, 
becauſe the perſons are equal. If the fon 
was not equal to the father, how could he 
pay him an infinite ſatisfaction ? If the holy 
ghoſt was not equal to the father and the fon, 
B how 
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how could he ſuſtain his office, which re- 
quires an all-wife, all-preſent, and almighty 
ſpirit > Theſe diſtin& offices make no differ- 


ence or inequality between the perſons, as it 
1s well expreſſed in that form of found words 


to which we have all ſubſcribed, in the holy 


bleſſed and glorious trinity none 1s afore or 
after other, none is greater or leſs than ano- 
ther, but the whole three perſons are co-eter- 
nal together and co-equal. Jeſus Chriſt is 
co-equal and co-cternal with the father and 
the holy ſpirit; and being a truly divine as 
well as an human perſon united in one fa- 
viour, in this character every thing he did and 
fuffered for us mult be perfect and complete. 
Nothing can be wanting to make him a ſure 
foundation. When he obeyed — when he 
{uffered—when he died—he was paying the 
ſatisfaction demanded by the juſtice of the 
father, who demonſtrated his acceptance of 
it by raiſing the manhood from the dead. 
And then the foundation of God was eſta- 
bliſhed immoveably. God himſelf, even God 
manifeſted in the fleſh, is the foundation that 
tandeth ſure. It 1s neither the bleſſed virgin, 
nor the ſaints and martyrs ; it 1s neither re- 
pentance nor good works ; neither morality 
nor natural light, but the one foundation is 


the God-man, Chriſt Feſus. As God, he 


is almighty : for he created all things, and 
he upholdeth all things by the word of his 
power. As God manticſted in the fleſh 
he has engaged to uſe his almighty power 


for 


[1x 

for our falvation. In his obedience and 
ſufferings, death and reſurre&ion, he laid 
a foundation that can never be ſhaken, up- 
on which finners may fafely build their 
hopes of pardon and forgiveneſs, of righte- 
ouſneſs and holineſs, of heaven, and eternal 
glory. And they may build on him with 
ercater ſafety, becauſe the ſcripture through- 
out ſets him forth as the only foundation. 

He is laid, and other: foundation, the apoſtle 
fays, can no man lay. There is an utter 
unpoſiibility of laying any other : becaule to 
attempt 1t would be oppoſing the immutable 
decree of heaven, by which this one founda- 
tion was laid in the covenant of grace ; It 
would be oppoſing God's revealed will, which 
has eſtabliſhed this one foundation in the writ- 
ten word ; and it would be oppoſing the me- 
rits of Chriſt's obedience and ſuftermgs, by 
which alone we can obtain acceptance with 
God the father. Will not theſe men be found 
fighting againſt God, and how then can they 

ſucceed, who oppoſe his covenant, confirm- 
ed by his revealed will, and cablithed by 
his miraculous works? So long as this ſcrip- 
ture ſtands upon record, 1t wall overthrow 
all their attempts to lay any other foundation. 
Will the metaphyſician think of laying his 


reaſon and the light of nature? It 1s written, 


Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation, and there 1s 


no other. Will the moraliſt think of lay= 
ing a ſyltem of ethics, and the relizion of 
nature ? Tefus Chriſt is the foundation, and 
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there is no other. Will the Arian, Socinian, 
and other infidels think of being juſtified 
without the merits of the God-man ? Jeſus 
Chriſt is the foundation, and there 1s no 


other. In ſhort, every doctrine and duty 
ſtands eſtabliſhed upon him. He is the foun- 


dation of all : for other foundation can no man 


lay, than that is laid, which 1s Feſus Chriſs. 


The ſcope and deſign of the words thus 


in part opened and explained, offer to our 
conſideration the following truths : 


Firft, Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation of all 
ſaving knowledge. 


Secondly, He is the foundation of all aC- 
ceptance with God the father. 


Thirdly, He is the foundation of all holy 
obedience. And, 


Fourthly, He is the foundation of all pre- 
ſent and eternal happineſs. And may the 
ſpirit of the Lord Jeſus dire our hearts to 
make a right uſe of this ſcripture under the 
Firſt Particular, which was to prove, That 
he is the foundation of all ſaving knowledge. 


By ſaving knowledge I underſtand all the 
knowledge which reſpects the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners. And man in his fallen ſtate, neither 
has any of. this knowledge, nor can he attain 
it by any means in his own power. His rea- 

ſoning; 


bi ' 
? 
l ; 


1 
" 
p3 
A 
Re ; l 3 


£293 


ſoning faculties in their higheſt refinement 
could never have diſcovered to him, how he 
might be pardoned: for when {fin cut him 
off from all communion with the father 
of ſpirits, who is to the ſoul what the ſun is 


to the body, it then deprived him of all ſpi- 


ritual diſcernment, and without the light of 
revelation heis unable todiſcover thoſe objects, 


which can only be ſpiritually diſcerned. He 


is blind and ignorant in the things of God, 


and obſtinate too in his ignorance. He 1s in 
the dark, and he loves darkneſs ; and being a 


ſlave to the prince of the powers of darkneſs, 


he is taught to hate the light ; and he hates 
it with a perfe&t hatred. He flies from it, 
leſt his works ſhould be manifeſt, and their 
horrid deformity ſhould fill him with ſhame 
and painful conviction. While he is in this 
condition, and every man 1s 1n it by nature, 
the eyes of his underſtanding have no more 
perception of any ſpiritual object, than his 
bodily eyes would have of material objects, 
if there was no light to enlighten them. The 
organ of fight would remain, but then with- 
out light it would be of no more uſe than if it 
was quite deſtroyed. The ſcripture has given 
us a melancholy account of this ſpiritual 
darkneſs and blindneſs, and repreſents 1t to be 
fo far above the power of nature to remove, 
that it was one principal end of Chriſt's com- 
ing from heaven, to preach recovery of ſight 
to the blind. And to enable him to recover 
it, the ſpirit of the Lord was poured out up- 
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on him without meaſure : for it required the 
power of an almighty ſpirit to cure the ob- 
ſtinate blindneſs of a ſinful world, who loved 
darkneſs rather than light. Read the firſt 
chapter of the Romans, and you will there 
find, what horrid deeds of darkneſs were, 
and always will be the fruits of nature, when 
left to its own fancied light. The apoſtle 
does not ſcruple to declare of the refined taſte 
of this polite clafſical people, that they were 
become vain in their imaginations, and their 
foohſh heart was darkened. The imagination 
of their fineſt pocts—even YV:rgil's imagina- 
tion, St. Paul being judge, was vain. And 
Tully with his great parts, with his vaſt read- 
ing, and all his attainments, had a fooliſh 
heart, St. Poul being judge, and in the things 
of God was exceedingly dark. And this was 
true of the reſt of the heathen world, as well 
as of the Romans. When St. Paul received 
his commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt, it run in 
theſe words —*< 1I fend thee to the gentiles to 
© open their eyes, and to turn them from 
* darkneſs to light.” — And accordingly we 
find it the principal ſubject of his preaching 
and writing, to call them out of darkneſs in- 
to the marvellous light of the goſpel. His 
Ephefians he cautions (iv. 18.) © not to walk 
<* as other gentiles in the vanity of their mind, 
* having the underſtanding darkened, being 
«* alienated from the life of God through the 
 & jgnorance that is in them, becauſe of the 
&« blindneſs of . their heart,” And leſt this 
_ darkneſs 
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darkneſs and blindneſs ſhould be ſuppoſed to 
take place only in the heathen world, the 
ſcripture has expreſſly declared it is the cale 
of every ſon of fallen Adam—ot whom not 
one in his natural ſtate can attain to the know- 
lege of ſaving truth, for the natural man re- 
cerveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, for 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually dif- 
cerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. And for want of this 
ſpiritual diſcernment, the apoſtle ſays, that 
the natural man, that is, every man in a ſtate 
of nature, not only does not, but alſo can- 
not, there 1s an abſolute impoſſibility that he 
ſhould, know the things of the ſpirit of God. 
Nay, when they are propoſed to him, they 
appear to be fooliſhneſs, and he receiveth 
them not. | : 
But why need I multiply texts in defence 
of a truth, for which ſcripture ſpeaks fo plain, 
and matter of fact ſpeaks for itſelf. It is an 
undoubted truth, that there was no ſavin 
knowledge in the heathen world. We there- 
fore call it heathen, becauſe it wanted this 
chriſtian knowledge. Whar diſcoveries did 


the claſſical ages of Greece and Rome make 


in the deftrines of ſalvation ? Rather, what 
had they not done to obliterate the ſco 

and mtent of the ceremonies, which God 
had inſtituted to keep up the knowledge 
of theſe doctrines ? The very traces of them 
were ſo entirely loſt, that among the nume- 
rous altars in the famous univerſity of Athens, 


there 
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there was but one erected to any thing like 
divinity, and that was to an unknown God. St. 
Paul made an excellent uſe of this inſcription, 
taking occaſion from it to preach chriſtianity 
to the Athenians, and afſuring them, that this 
God confeſſedly unknown was Jeſus Chriſt : 
and if a faith in him, that purities the heart, 
and that works in an holy life, be the baſis 
of ſaving knowledge, then neither Greeks nor 
Romans had any of it: for in none of their 
authors do we find the leaſt mention made 
of the nature, virtue, and efficacy of the pu- 
rifying faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 

And this matter of fact is confirmed by 
every day's experience. Are we not forced 
to teach children the firſt rudiments of letters, 
and as their minds open, the firſt rudiments 
of ſaving knowledge ? Is not a chriſtian edu- 
cation every where acknowledged to be neceſ- 
fary, as well to reſtrain and ſubdue the head- 
ſtrong paſſions of corrupt nature, as to inſtil 
the wholſome truths of chriſtian faith and 
| obedience. And are there not in every coun- 
| try, ſchools and univerſities founded for theſe 
| laudable purpoſes? And when we leave theſe 

laces of education, does not every good 
ſteward of the myſteries of God ſtill find the 
neceſſity of continual ſtady and application 
to the written word, that he may be able out 
of his treaſure to bring forth things new and 
old for his own and his peoples inſtruction in 


righteouſneſs; and theſe circumſtances may 
CONVINCE 
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convince us, that we are naturally blind and 
iznorant in the faving truths of the goſpel. 
We know only as much as we are taught. 
' Without the light of revelation, the inhabi- 
tants of Eng/and would be no wiſer in the 
things of God, than the inhabitants of the 
deſerts of Africa—the ſame ſpiritual dark- 
neſs would cover both lands, the ſame groſs 
darkneſs the people. And whether they be 
polite or ſavage it makes no difference, until 
the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe to diſpel their 
heavy night of ignorance : For what the ſun 
is to the natural world, ſuch is Jeſus Chriſt 
the ſun of righteouſneſs to the ſpiritual world. 
The ſcripture hath ſct him forth as the only 
light of the ſpirits of men, from whom all 
ſaving knowledge muſt flow : For he was 
made unto us wiſdom, ſays the apoſtle. In 
his divine nature wiſdom, perfect and infinite 
wiſdom 1s eſſentially inherent. He is the all- 
wiſe God, in whom are ſtored all the trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, which he 


was pleated, as our Saviour, to open for our 


uſe and to communicate. The word of God 


moſt high is the fountain of wiſdom, from 


whom by the covenant of grace it was to 
flow ; and ever fince the fall it has been flow- 


ing in the richeſt ſtreams. And from him 


every {inner mult be enlightened before he 
can enter into the light of life : For he ſaid 
of himſelf, 1 27 the light of the world, and 
he muſt fulfil his word by enlightening every 

C dark 
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dark benighted ſou], until the number of the 
ele&, the children of light, ſhall be perfected, 
' and then he will ſhine for ever in the fulneſs 
of glory in the heavenly 'Zeruſalem : For 
the glory of God ſhall lighten it, and the 
lamb is the light thereof, and the nations 
of them that are ſaved ſhall walk in his light 
for ever and ever. Thns the light has been 
and aiways will be the glorious title of the 
incarnate God. He took this name to de- 
note his gracious office of enlightening our 
blind and dark underſtandings. Under this 
character the prophet 1/azah ſpeaks of him 
(ix. 2.) The people that walked in darkneſs 
have feen a great light, they that dwell in the 
land of the ſhadow of death, upon them hath 
the light ſhined. Theſe words are applied to 
Chriſt by an infallible interpreter. St. Mat- 
thew makes them relate to Chriſt's being 
a light to lighten the gentiles. And again 
in the fame prophet, the Lord faith (xl. 6.) 
# 1s a hight thing that thou ſhouldſt be my fer- 
vant t0 rai up Zhe tribes of Jacob, and to re- 
| flore the preſerved of Wrael, I will alſo give 
thee for a light to the gentiles, that thou mayeſt 
be. my ſaFvatton to the ends of the earth. Paul 
and Barnabos ( Afs xiii. 47.) apply theſe 
words to Chriſt : He was the true light, the 
day-fpring from on high that viſited the gen- 
tiles, to give them the knowledge of falva- 
tion ; for if the eyes of them who fit in dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow of death be ever opened, 


if 
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if they ſee that they have loſt the way to hea- 
ven, if they deſire to walk in it, and are 
enabled to go on ſtedfaſtly unto the end, all 
this is the work of that divine light, in whom 
whoſoever believeth ſhall not walk in dark- 

neſs, but ſhall have the light of life. 
From theſe ſcriptures it is evident, that 
every man who cometh into the world 1s by 
nature dark and blind in the things of God. 
Sin blinded his eyes, and left him without 
the leaſt ſpiritual diſcernment. The intel- 
lectual faculty indeed 1s not totally deſtroyed. 
The organ of ſight is not annihilated. It re- 
mains, but not enlightened. It is in the ſame 
ſtate our eyes would be, if the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars were to with-hold their ſhining, and 
not one ray of light was left in the creation. 
If men could live in this groſs darkneſs, the 
organ of ſight would not be deſtroyed, but. 
it would be quite uſeleſs. All things would 
be inviſible, becauſe whatſoever doth make 
mavifeſt is light. And this 1s the ſtate of 
the ſoul: For the eye of the ſoul can no 
more ſee without its proper light, than the 
eye of the body can ſee without its proper 
light. And what the ſun 1s to the body, that 
1s Chriſt to the ſoul. He is the light of the 
world, not of this outward world, which is. 
abundantly ſupplied from the fountain of 
created light ; but he is the light of the fpiri- 
tral world, which lay in darkneſs and the 
{hadow of death, until he aroſe with healing 
C2 under 
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under his wings, and brought with him from 

heaven the reviving light of life. 
Upon the authority of God's word theſe 
truths are eſtabliſhed, The evidence for 
them is clear and full. 1f our bodily eyes 
cannot ſee without light, it 1s equally certain, 
that our ſpiritual eyes cannot ſee without 
Chriſt : becauſe both are ſpoken of in the 
ſame language, and under the ſame expreſ- 
fions. And as he is the Lord God omnipo- 
tent, he 1s certainly able to enlighten the 
darkeſt foul; and as he is God incarnate, he 
is engaged to doit, He will uſe his almighty 
power, and if he give the word, Let there 
be light, there will be light. Upon the 
{trength of this evidence we mult believe, that 
It is the name, and the office, and the glory 
of Jeſus Chriit, to be the light of the faith- 
ful through this dark wilderneſs of fin and 
ſorrow. 
Convinced of this, there is an important 
enquiry to be made, without which our con- 
viction will be.of no uſe, and that is, Have 
we reduced it to practice ? Since Chritt is the 
foundation of all faving truth, have we been 
led to ſeek it from him, and him only? In 
our ſtudies of divine learning do we always 
read the {ctipture with humility and prayer, 
deſiring in the royal P/alnmifts words, which 
are devout and ſhort, and which contain an 
excellent prayer always to be uſed before we 
open a bible, Lord open thou mine eyes, that 1 
may 
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may ſee wondrous things in thy law. And in 
our ſtudies of human learning have we taken 


Chriſt for a light to guide us and to bleſs us, 
that we might attain more underſtanding than 


the aged. Rather have we not robbed the 


eternal light of his name, and office and 
glory, by ſeeking faving truth from the light 
of nature ? If God be true, and the ſcriptures 
which I have read be his word—nature is dark 
and blind. To talk of the light of fallen na- 
ture, and all nature is fallen, is more abſurd 
than to talk of the darkneſs of light. There 
cannot be a more wicked contradiftion to God 
and his word, to experience and matter of 
fact, than for men profefſing chriſtianity to 
talk about the light of ſinful dark and blind 
nature : Neither can there be a greater inſult 
offered to the incarnate God, than to ſeek 
that light which he was made incarnate on 
purpoſe to give, from metaphyſics, or any 
{cience, that pretends to manifeſt ſpiritual 
objects without revelation : Neither can there 
be a greater crime, than to think of ſeeing and 


reaſoning @ priori, becauſe this is God's in- 


communicable attribute, of which he 1s fo 
jealous, that for pretending to it we were all 


caſt out of paradiſe. In honour then to the 


God whom we worſhip, and out of love to 
our own fouls, let us talk no more of the 
light of fallen nature; let us degrade the un- 
natural ſcience of metaphyſics, and forget all 
abſtracted reaſoning; they can give us no light 

in 
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in the things of God, but what is borrowed, 
and it is fainter than the fainteſt ſtars ; and 
were they brighter than they are, yet when 
the ſun ariſes, his ſuperior luſtre hides their 
pale and glimmering rays. God be praiſed 
the ſun of righteouſneſs has ariſen among us 
In perfe& beauty, and falſe ſcience is hiding 
her head. He ſhines with his noon-day glory 
upon this highly-favoured church. Long 
may he ſhine unrivalled by any fancied light 
of fallen nature. And may his brighteſt 
beams enlighten this univerſity, that every 
member of it guided by his word and ſpirit, 
may receive the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

If it ſhould be enquired, in what manner 
Chriſt enlightens the ſpirits of men, whether 
it be in ſome certain regular way, or he has 
ieft no ſure direction in this cafe : The an- 
{wer is, God has eſtabliſhed the means of 
gTACE for this very purpoſe, of which his 
word is the principal : For the commandment 
zs @ lamp, and the law 1s light: And when 
his good ſpirit accompanies the hearing or 


reading of the word, then it is indeed a Tan- 


tern unto our feet, and a light unto our paths. 

Then the word diſcovers to us the wretched 
darkneſs of our natural ſtate, {trips reaſon of 
all its high and divine titles, and thereby 
humbles us before God, and brings us low 


efore his footitoo], waiting upon him i in all 


the 
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the means of grace, and particularly in prayer, 
that the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 
may ſhine into our dark and finful hearts. 


To expect this light without the uſe of the 
inſtituted means 1s enthuſiaſm; and to expect 


to keep this light, after you once have it, 


without continuing in the uſe of theſe means, 

is the very madneſs of enthuſiaſm. In them 
God has promiſed to be found of thoſe that 
ſeek him. Out of them you have no pro- 
miſe ; and you may as reaſonably hope God 
will create a new light for you to read by in 
the night, as that he will enlighten you with- 
out the eſtabliſhed means, without prayer, 
and the word and ſacraments. And therefore 
whenever you are tempted to entertain ſuch 
hopes, be affured it 1s a deluſion of the de- 
vil's, and beware at the peril of your ſouls, 

left the light which you ſuppoſe to be in you 
be darkneſs : For remember it 1s written, 
be unto them, that put darkneſs for light, and 


| light for darkneſs. In order to keep clear of 
| this wo, let us wait in the uſe of the appointed 
- means, and then we may with truth and ſo- 
| bernefa expect, that Chriſt will enlighten us 


with all faving truth, and particularly with a 


' full and practical conviction of that great 


trath, which I propoſed to conſider in the 
ſecond place, viZ. That Jeſus Chriſt is the 
foundation of all acceptance with God the 


father. 


The 
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The ſame ſinfulneſs, which darkened the 


faculties of the ſoul, and ſeparated us from 


God, ſtirred up his holineſs and juſtice and 


truth againſt us. Againſt theſe attributes we 
had ſinned, and they were become our ene- 
mies, and until they received full ſatisfaction 
God the father would not accept us. He 
declared under the law that he would accept 
nothing in atonement but what was perfect, 
and perfection is not in the ſinner. "The fa- 


crifices were to be without blemiſh. This was 


the ſtanding rule—© Whatſoever hath a ble- 
* miſh, that ſhall ye not offer, for it ſhall 
_ © not be acceptable for you—and whoſoever 
<« offereth a peace-offering or a free-will of- 
« fering, it ſhall be perfect, to be accepted, 
<* there ſhall be no blemiſh therein.” (Lev. 
XXii. 20, 21.) This was both to ſhadow 
out the abſolute perfeCtion of our holy, harm- 


leſs, and undefiled high prieſt, who ſhould 


by the one oftering of himſelf make a perfect | 


ſatisfaQtion for ſin, and alſo to convince the 
 finner of his utter inability to make any ſa- 
tisfaction : For the ſinfulneſs of his nature, 


and the finfulneſs of his life would render Þþ 
every thing he could do imperfect and finful, | 


until he ſhould be accepted in the beloved. 
Men are not much affeted with the ſin- 


 fulneſs of their nature until Chriſt enlighten Þ 


them. Sin which firſt blinded their eyes, by 


its deceitfulneſs keeps them blinded. And 
although the fountain of iniquity, the corrupt Þ 
heart within, 1s always ſending out filthy 

ſtreams, 
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ſtreams, yet it gives them little uneaſfineſs un- 
til the divine light break in, and lay open to 
view its impurity. Then the ſinner finds 
and confeſſes, that he is by nature a child of 
wrath. He freely ſubſcribes to the ſcripture 
account of the corruption of mankind, as it 
is deſcribed by Moſes and the prophets, and 
exprelly treated of in the 14th and 53d P/alms, 


upon which St. Pax/ has given us a comment 


in the 3d chapter of the Romans, and he ſums 
it up in theſe emphatical words: For all have 


ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God. 


If any doubt ſhould remain concerning the 
meaning of theſe ſcriptures, our church has 
removed it in her gth article, where ſhe de- 
termines, that © original fin ſtandeth not in 
*«' the following of Adam (as the Pelagians 


_ & do vainly talk) but it is the fault and cor- 


« ruption of the nature of every man, that 


_ © naturally is engendered of the offspring of 


* Adam, whereby man is very far gone from 
« original righteouſneſs, and is of his own 
«© nature inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh 
<« luſteth always contrary to the ſpirit, and 
«© therefore in every perſon born into the 
©« world it deſerveth God's wrath and dam- 
<* nation.” This is a truly ſcriptural account 
of man's ſinful and guilty ſtate by nature, to 
which add the finfulneſs of his life, and you 
ſeparate him fill farther from God: For 
what man is he that liveth and ſinneth not. 
And fin is the tranſgreſſion of the law—and 
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the law is holy, juſt, and good—it is ſo pure 
and ſpiritual, that it cannot overlook the leaſt 
offence. It muſt have perfe& unerring obe- 
dience in thought word and deed, or it puts 
the offender under the curſe : for it is writ- 
ten, Curſed 1s every one, who continueth net 
in all things that are written in the book of the - 
law to do them. You muſt continue (without 
intermiſſion) 2x all things (not keeping nine 
commandments and breaking the tenth, not 
keeping them all outwardly, and breaking 
them in thought) that are written in the book 
of the law to do them; not only to purpoſe 
well, and to make. good reſolutions, but you 
murſt alſo do and execute them, or the law 
can ſhew you no mercy. And which of us 
has kept the law in this perfe&t manner * 
Who. can ſay, that he never offended in 
thought, word, or deed? Certainly every 
mouth muſt be ſtopt, and all the world muſt 
plead guilty: before that righteous judge, who 
trieth the very hearts and reins. 

Now God has already paſt the decree a- 
aint a finful nature and againſt a finful life— 
The foul that ſinneth it ſhall die. God. is faith- 
ful and juſt to fulfil his decrees—he is al- 
mighty to execute them—and what can man- 
do under a ſtate of guilt and condemnation 
to reverſe them? Two things are requiſite, 
each of which are as much out of his power 
as to create a world. He mult firſt change 
his own nature, which is like the Ethiopian's 


changing 
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changing his ſkin, and he muſt be renewed 
in the ſpirit of his mind with every ſweet 
and holy temper. And then this change 
wrought by himſelf muſt make a full ſatis- 
faction to the holineſs of God for his paſt pol- 
lution, to the juſtice of God for the violation 
of his laws, and to the truth of God, that 
he may be true, and yet remit the threatened 
puniſhment. Butalas! man has neither will 
nor power to change his nature: Who can fay, 
I have made my heart clean—I am pure from 
my fin? No man can truly fay, I have done 
1t: for it is God's work. To create a clean 
heart is as great an a& as to create the heart 
at firſt ; and accordingly we find the prophet 
praying to God for it=-Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit with- 
in me. And until God create a clean heart, 
| how can any thing clean proceed from it ? 
Who in an impure nature can do a pure aC- 
tion? Who under the curſe of the law, and 
under the fentence of condemnation, can per- 
form a meritorious fervice ? Who by his own 
works can attain ſuch perfe& unſpotted righ- 
teouſneſs, that God the father will accept him 
invirtue of it? The ſcripture hathdetermined, 
that there 1s none righteous, no not one, and 
that by the deeds of the law there ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtified ; and our church has deter- 
mined the fame in her articles and homilies, 
affirming that we are accounted righteous be- 
fore God, only for the merit of our Lord and 
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Saviour Jeſus Chrift, and not for our own 

works or deſervings. | 
A great part of the miſtakes in religion a- 

riſe from men's not attending to theſe truths. 


They have not a deep conviction of their loſt 


eſtate by nature, which occaſions their not 
ſecing 1n its proper light the neceffity of their 
recovery by grace. The malady of a ſinful 
heart is not painful enough to make them ap- 
ply to the ſovereign phyſician : Nor 1s the 
burden of a ſinful life heavy enough to per- 
ſuadethem to ſeek the comfort of this ſcrip- 
ture—Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, But 
when conſcience alarms them, when guilt 
terrifies, and they read the ſentence 'of con- 
demnation paſt upon them in the law, then 
helpleſs and miſerable in themſelves, with 
tranſports of joy will they receive the glad 
tidings of the goſpel, which diſcovers to them 
how they may be reconciled to an offended 
God. To ſuch perſons, whoſe eyes the Lord 
has opened to ſee their guilt and their miſery, 
the goſpel ſets forth Jeſus Chriſt as the ſole 
foundation of their acceptance. We are faid 
to be accepted in the beloved; who came in 
our nature to work cut that perfect righte- 
ouſneſs for us, which infinite holineſs and 


Juſtice and truth required, and which we 


could not by our own power attain ; but by 
the merits of his obedience, ſufferings, death, 
and reſurre&ion, he 1s able to cloath us with 

the 
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the immaculate robe of his righteouſneſs, in 
which we ſhall be preſented before God the 


father without ſpot of fin unto ſalvation. 


It muſt be always remembered, that our 
Saviour was God and man united in one 
Chriſt; by which union whatever he did 
and ſuffered for 'us became truly divine and 
infinite. Jeſus ſhed his blood, and the ſcrip- 
ture ſays it was the blood of God. Jeſus 
died for us, and the ſcripture ſays, that God 
laid down his life. In what ſenſe can theſe 
expreſſions be underſtood, unleſs the God- 
head and manhood were united in one per- 
ſon ? This fundamental doctrine of God's be- 
ing in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 


elf muſt never be forgotten, when we are 


ſpeaking of the merits of Chriſt's aftions and 
ſufferings. Our nature was impure and cor- 
rupt, the imaginations of our hearts were 
only evil continually. Chriſt came in a pure 
ſpotleſs nature, ſeparate from finners, that 
whatever he did for them might appear with- 
out blemiſh before God the father. He be- 
gan his miniſtry with refiſting the devil, and 
all his temptations, to atone for our yielding 
to them ; for us he conquered, and from his 
conquelt grace is derived to the faithful to re- 
fiſt all his temptations. Then he obeyed the 
law ; its purity, its ſpirituality, 1ts extenſive- 
neſs, could find no tranſgreſſion in thought, 
word, or deed, Its higheſt demands were 
anſwered : for according to its utmoſt rigour, 
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be continued in all things that are written in 
the book of the law to do them. And thus he 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, -and 
as by one man's diſobedience many . were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one 
ſhall many be made righteous. Then he 
humbled himſelf to ſuffer what we ought to 
have ſuffered for our diſobedience. The holy 
innocent Jeſus bore our griefs and carried our 
ſorrows throughout the ſcene of his bitter paſ- 
fion. Sce him on the eve of the crucifixion 
in the garden, alone, proſtrate upon the cold 
ground, in an extreme ſharp night, and lo ! at 
thefightof thatload, which he wasgoing to take 
upon him, a przternatural ſweat flows through 
his raiment, and falls. to the ground in great 
drops. Oh curfed fin! with what an holy 
.hatred ought we to crucify thee, . ſince the 


proſpe& only of the number, and guilt of 
our ſins, and the wrath and vengeance of the 


father due to them, forced our bleſſed Lord 
to ſweat as it were great. drops of blood fal)- 
ing to the ground. Being apprehended, he 
came as a free ready victim to bear thoſe ſuf- 
feririgs, of which we cannot form a perfect 
idea at preſent, and unlefs the vengeance of a 
juſtly offended God ſhould hereafter pour the 
vials of his wrath upon our guilty heads, we 
ſhall never know them, God grant, that Chriſt 
may have endured them tor every one of us. 
The outward part of his paſſion was but a 
faint picture of what he endured, when the 
Eh chaſtiſement 
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chaſtiſement of our peace was laid upon him; 
and yet of the outward part he might truly 
ſay, Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by, 
Behold and ſee if ever there was any ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrow, &c. The ſhame that 
- ought to cover all our faces he endured ; for 
us the guilty, and ſhameleſs in guilt if by 
continuing in fin we put him again to an open 
ſhame, he was deſpited and rejected of men, 
he was mocked and derided and ſpit _ up- 
on, buffeted and ſcourged, crowned with 
thorns and blindfolded, falfly accufed, and 
falſly condemned. Then behold him bear- 
ing his croſs. When we ſee him fainting 
and ſinking under the load, and his face and 
raiment covered with blood, does it not bring 
to mind what he ſays of himſelf in the book 
of Pſalms ? The ploughers ploughed upon my 


' back and made log furrows—they ploughed 


up his back with the long and deep wounds 
of their ſtripes and. ſcourges ; but by theſe 
| ſtripes we were healed. Nay he fays more 
in another Palm, that he was ſo wounded 
from head to foot, there was no whole part 
in his bedy » And you cannot doubt of it, 
if you raiſe your eyes to the croſs, and fee 
the ſuffering bleeding lamb of God in the 
laſt. ſcene of his paſſion. And- yet this was. 
the leaſt part of his ſufferings. © Give me 
« any grief (ſays the wiſe man) but the grief 
* of the mind, for a wounded ſpirit who can 
* bear?” Who indeed can bear a ſpirit 
wounded 


( 32 
wounded of God? When Jeſus was in the 
garden, his ſoul was exceeding forrowful, 


was In an agony, even unto death ; but 


theſe were only the beginning of ſorrows. 
When he took upon him the iniquities of us 
all, and almighty juſtice finding them upon 
him demanded full ſatisfaction, and received 
it to the uttermoſt farthing, then he had a 
wounded fpirit fuch as all the men upon 
earth; no not all the holy angels in heaven 
could have ſuſtained for a moment. He 
bore it for fix hours hanging upon the curſed 
tree, until all was finiſhed ; then he bowed 
his head and gave up the ohoſt. And thus 
he was made fin for us, and ſuffered for our 
fins, who knew no ſin himſelf, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him : And he became obedient to death, e- 
ven the death of the croſs, and taſted death 
for every man. He died, to fave our ſouls 
and bodies from the power of death. And he 
roſe again, that we might receive juſtification 
to life, that our ſouls' might ariſe here from 
the grave of fin, and that our bodies might 
in God's good time ariſe from the grave of 
death, and both of them united in a glori- 
fied ſtate might receive eternal life as the free 
gift 'of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
And being thus made perfect through obey- 
ing and ſuffering, through death and refur- 
rection he became the author of eternal fal- 
vation, He wrought out ſuch perfect-righ- 

LT teouſneſs 


AF Y - IS © 
: ; K wie” 233 > RE as 
-__—_ <2 SD. 4 TA. -. * 46% Cie Oo 
+. 0 TOE AR <4 RL IzS Ft —— WE 


[24 1 


teouſneſs tb be imputed unto ſinners, that he 
is now able to'ſave them to the uttermoſt. 
He has the infinite merit of his obedience to 
atone for their diſobedience. He has the in- 
finite merit of his ſufferings to free them from 
ſuffering. He died, to fave them from the 
firſt and the ſecond death. He roſe again, 
that they might riſe to a newnels of life here 
in grace, and to life everlaſting in glory. And - 
he 18 now the one mediator between God and 
man, able and willing to plead the fulneſs of 


his merits for the acceptance of every ſinner, 


who comes unto God the father through 
him. From 

Hence it follows, That Jeſus Chriſt is the 
foundation of our acceptance. If God the 
father ever receive us as juſt and righteous, 
it muſt be in the perfect righteouſneſs of his 
ſon. We mult be accepted in the beloved ; 
in whom the father was well pleaſed, and 
through whom he will be well pleaſed with 


us. 'The paſſages betore cited clearly prove, 


that this is the doctrine of all ſeriptuie. The 
P/almi/t has given us the ſentiments of the 
old teſtament worthies — I will go in the 
ſtrength of the Lord God—1 will make mention 
of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. And 
God forbid, that we under the new teſtament 
ſhould make mention of any other. Shall we 
go about to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, 
in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of God ? 
Or thall we, under the guilt of original and 

| E actual 
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aftual fin, think of working out any righte- 
ouſneſs for which we ſhall be accepted in 
part or altogether ? It we could, then Chriſt 
obeyed and ſuftered in vain. If we could 
attain ſaving knowledge by the light of na- 
ture, and could act agreeably to it by the 
law of nature, then of what uſe would be 
the light and law of the goſpel ? But na- 
ture has no light, it 1s dark and blind in the 
things of God, and what can its law be, that 
is diſcovered by a dark and blind nature, but 
darkneſs and blindneſs ? Nay, it is ſomething 
worſe. If fallen nature has any law, it is 
the law of the members, which warreth a- 
gainſt the law of God, and bringeth a man 
into captivity to the law of fin. This is the 
only law of nature to be met with in the word 
of God: for nature is fallen and corrupt ; it 
is depraved in the will and affections, as well 
as Ignorant in the underſtanding. It is al- 
ways inclined and prone to evil ; for the fleſh 
(which ſtands in ſcripture for the fallen de- 
praved affections of the natural man) Ju/teth 
always againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt 
the fleſh, and theſe two are contrary the une t6 
the other—the will of the natural man is 


always contrary to the will of God; from 


hence it follows, that what 1s called the re- 
lIigion of. nature, 1s contrary to the religion 
of God: becauſe nature uſed with religion 
confines 1t to man's nature, no other nature 
being concerned in the queſtion ; and man's 


nature is fallen and corr upt, tinful 1 in the foun- 


tain, 
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tain, and ſinful in the ſtreams, and what 
then can the religion be, which this nature 1s 
able to diſcover and to practice ? Certainly it 
muſt be a blind and corrupt religion. Jeſus 
Chriſt makes no part of it. He 1s not the 
foundation upon which it ſtands. The fineſt 
ſyſtem of the religion of nature that ever was 
delineated builds nothing upon him, and 
ſince there is no other foundation but him, 
conſequently it ſtands upon nothing. And 
if the heart was not corrupt as well as blind, 
it would be unaccountable what ſhould tempt 
men with the pure word of God in their 
hands, which is able to make them wile un- 
to ſalvation, to neglect it, and to write and 
read and ſtudy thoſe antichriſtian ſyſtems, 
which can teach no wiſdom, but what is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. 

Men and brethren, be not offended ; it 
behoves me to uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech. 
If I was to ſpeak ſmooth things, and to 
eve flattering titles to the religion of na- 


ture, I ſhould not be the fervant of Chriſt : 


For this religion was ſet up, and has been 
uſed to hurt his intereſt, and when we ſee 
it has ſucceeded, ſurely it-is high time for 
thoſe ſervants, who love their maſter's 
yraiſe more than the praite of men, to ſet 


themſelves ſtrenuouſly againſt it. Happy 


will it be for this place, if the noble com- 


pany of his ſervants ſhould increaſe, until the 
religion of nature has not one admirer left. 


E 2 \ Jetus 
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Jeſus Chriſt will be exalted among you in 7 
proportion as the religion of nature falls in £ 
_ eſteem : And he has promiſed, them that ho- 
n0ur me, I will honour, Honour Jeſus Chriſt, 
and exalt him above all, and then his higheſt 
honours ſhall deſcend upon this univerſity, 
and he will make her very enemies to be at 
peace with her. Oh for that happy day, when 
_ the honour that is of God ſhall be ſought af- 
ter as the crown and reward of all your ſtu- 
dies. And why need we doubt of it? We have 
an earneſt before our eyes. Do we not ſee 
the religion of nature loſing its intereſt every 
day ? Do not men begin to be afraid of truſt- 
ing the vaſt concerns of eternity upon it ? 
And have they not good reafon ? For has it 
not appeared from what has been ſaid, that 
its firſt principles are antichriſtian? They ſup- 
poſe man's natural faculties to be able to in- 
veſtigate the things of God—Scripture abſo- 
lutely denies it. They ſuppoſe he has will 
and power to act agreeably to the will of } 
God—Scripture abſolutely denies, that he has 
either will or power. They ſuppoſe, that 
by practiting the duties of natural religion 
you-may altogether or in part render your- 
ſelves acceptable to God—Scripture abſolute- 
ly denies this, declaring that there is no other 
foundation of acceptance, but Jeſus Chrilt. 
And beſides, the religion of nature manifeſt- 
ly tends to rob the God of our falvation or 
his glory, and to leffen the merits of his righ- 
tzouſnels, 


[ 37 ] 
teouſneſs, as much as the ſcripture tends to 
exalt both. And both are exalted, where- 
ever the ſcripture is received pure and un- 
mixed with human ſyſtems, and we have 
melancholy experience of the contempt of- 
fered to both, wherever the religion of na- 
ture 1s embraced. The doctrine of the ever- 
blefled trinity, on which all ſcripture ſtands, 


makes no part of this religion. So that the 


religion of the bible and the religion of na- 
ture have difterent objects of worſhip. The 
chriſtian worſhips one God 1n trinity, and tri- 
nity in unity ; but this is rank idolatry with 
the natural man, who adores one ſupreme 
being, a metaphyſical divinity, exiſting in 
one perſon, with certain imaginary attributes, 
ſuch as infinitely extended, filling all ſpace, 
&c.—Hence he explodes the divinity of Je- 
ſus Chriſt—Hence he deſpiſes the authority 
of his laws—Hence that diſſoluteneſs of mo- 
rals throughout the kingdom, which all men. 
ſee, and even the profeſſors of natural reli- 
gion confeſs. Would to God they were con- 
vinced, what a great ſhare they have in it, 
and how much of it they have to anſwer for. 
It would be for their preſent and eternal peace, 


1f inſtead of maintaining and teaching this un- 


ſcriptural religion, which is the fink of he- 
reſy and corruption, they would join their 
hearts and hands in exalting the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his infallible word, where- 
in that religion 1s contained, and 1n labouring 

to 
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to bring the lives as well as the opinions of 
men into obedience to it. How highly it is 
incumbent upon you, my brethren, to pro- 
mote this much-deſfired reformation, I need 
not farther urge at preſent, than by remind- 
ing you of a very awful truth, to which we 
have all ſet our hands, and may God ſet our 
hearts to a& agreeably to it. What I mean 
is the 18th article of our church, wherein 
we have declared, © They alſo are to be had 
* accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that every 
man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſe& which 
he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame 
his life according to that law, and the light 
of nature. For holy ſcripture doth ſet out 
unto us enly the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby men muſt be ſaved.” In this ar- 
ticle we have given in our public teſtimony 
before God and his church againit the light 
and the law of nature, and with our own 
mouths have put both of them under the 
curſe. And ſhall we with the ſame mouths 
afterwards preach up the light and law of 
nature, and pronounce them bleſſed ? God 
forbid. I hope his good ſpirit will keep us 
tree from this monſtrous guilt, and enable us 
in all our preaching to ſct forth only the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt whereby men mult be ſaved. 

But it may be here enquired, 1f man in a 
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ſtate of nature be at enmity with God, and. 


can be accepted only through Jeſus Chriſt, 
by what means ſhall he ſeek this reconcilia- 


tion ? 
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tion ? The ſcripture has given us this plain 
and eaſy method. God the father accepts 
us through the all-perfe& righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt ; this righteouſneſs is imputed unto us 


| by faith; and the true living faith is a divine 


grace wrought in the ſoul by the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. It is not the 
reſult of comparing evidence, and of giving 
the aſſent to the ſtrongeſt argumenis : For a 
man may do this without the leaſt grain of 
faving faith ; but it is, according to St. Paul, 
the gift of God-—And in another place he 
calls it one of the fruits of the ſprrit—And 
St. Peter ſays, it is God that purifieth the heart 
by faith. He enables the finner, who finds 
his want of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, to ſeek it, 
and to lay hold of it: For whoever hungers 
and thirſts after Chriſt's righteouſneſs, has a 
promiſe that he ſhall be filled, even filled 
with peace and joy in believing that this righ- 
teouſneſs 1s imputed unto him, and with the 
love of God, which is ſhed abroad in his heart 
by the holy ſpirit. And if there be any truth 
in God or man, this promiſe is now fulfilled, 
and every one that enters into our Lord's king- 
dom finds righteouſneſs and peace and joy in 
the holy ghoſt. | | 
Some perſons think they can eaſily evade 
the force of this reaſoning, by ſuggeſting it 


_ to be poſſible, that all this may be a deluſion. 


If a man is not acquainted with the ſcripture 
marks of true faith, and is not careful to 


compare 
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compare them with his own experience, poſ- 
bly he may be deluded, and fancy, that God 
has accepted him, when he has not. But if 
he ſets out deeply convinced of his want of 
faith, waits for it in the inſtituted way, in 
that way receives it, and the effects of true 
faith follow upon receiving it, then if ſuch a 
perſon may be deluded, there 1s no certainty 
in the world. The ſcriptures were written 
to dire us in theſe points, and they are fo 
plain, that the way-faring man, though fooliſh, 
cannot err therein. They have given us one 
infallible rule to guide our enquiries, which 
is to examine the nature of faith by its puri- 
fying virtue. Wherever the true faith 1s, it 
purifies the heart, cleanſing it from the pol- 
tution and from the guilt of fin, and deſtroy- 
ing alſo the dominion of fin, ſo that the be- 
hever daily grows in grace, and goes on in. 
his chriſtian courſe perfeCting holineſs in the 
fear of God. 

If faith does not work thus in an holy life, 
it is indeed a deluſion, What doth it profit, 
my brethren, if a man fay he hath faith, and 
have not works? If he have not a working 
faith, an active operative grace, purifying the 
heart from fin, and producing in the clean 
heart all the fruits of the ſpirit, he wants the 
ſcripture marks of true faith; and let him 
talk ever ſo much, and be ever fo ſtrongly 
perſuaded of his acceptance with God, he 1s 
in a dangerous deluſion, It is but a dead 


thing, 


CR] 

thing, which he ſuppoſes to be the living 
faith : for it is written, As the body without x 
| breath 1s dead, ſo faith without works 1s dead q 
* alſo. Works are the breath of faith, If it a 
I be alive it will breath, as certainly as the 
living body breaths. If it have no breath, 
no works to evidence its life, the ſcrip- 
ture looks upon it to be a dead carcaſs; but 
af it breaths, and as, and abounds in 
every good word and work to the glory of 
God, and to the ſervice of men, then we 
may with as much certainty pronounce it to 
be the true faith, as we can pronounce the 
body to be alive, when it is able to perform 
all the offices of its animal life : for as the 
body while it breaths is alive, - ſo faith while 
it works is alive alſo. In this caſe there can 
"MN be no deluſion : Becauſe we follow the ſure 
Y rule laid down ' for our direQion, By therr 

fruits ye ſhall know them. How can we miſ- 
i take the fruits of the ſpirit for the fruits of 
| the fleſh? Is not every tree known by its own 
ff fruit? Do men ever think of gathering figs 
i of thorns, or grapes of a bramble=-buſh ? The 
fruits of grace, and of fallen nature, are as 
oppoſite as the two ſpirits which produce 
them. The one abounds in the works of the 


i fleth, the other crucifies the fleth with its af- 
" | Ffections and luſts. The one fills the mind 
with ſpiritual pride, envy, and malice, the 
| other begins with humility, and works by 
, love. The one lives in open tranſgrefſion of 


F the 


7. 
« a 4 
469 


[42]. 


the laws of God, the other conforms his 


to determine, who is the author of each ? 
Surely we want no evidence to diſprove the 
pretences of an adulterer, a fornicator, an 
unclean perſon, and the reſt mentioned by 
the apoſtle. Their lives ſpeak their want of 
faith. By their fruits we ſee that they have 
not the root of matter within them, becauſe 
they hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs. They 
muſt either have deluded themſelves, or clſe 
they are downright hypocrites : For it is 
of the very eflence of true faith to deſtroy 
fin, and to work in an holy obedience. 
When we are accepted in the beloved, and 
faith in his blood has purified our hearts, 
then we are through his grace both pre- 
pared and alſo able to ſhew this work of 
faith in our lives and converſations ;- and this 


point comes to be conſidered under the third 


head, which was to prove, "That Jeſus Chriſt 
is the foundation of all holy obedience. But 
this I muſt leave for the ſubject of another 
diſcourte, and would only obſerve at preſent 
from what has been ſaid, that ſince Chriſt is 
the foundation of all ſaving knowledge, it is 
our duty to ſeek it from him in all the means 
of grace, and cſpecially in the word : for the 
commandment is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
Whoever. hears and reads it with humility 


and 


words and works, and even the thoughts of 
his heart, to the ſtandard of ſcripture. Can 
you ſee theſe difterent fruits, and be at a loſs 
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and prayer, will find the eyes of his under- 

* Aftandingenlightened. He will ſee clearly the 

2 thingsof God, and will ſee more clearly, than 

' _ others can, the uſeful arts and ſciences. If 
he ſtudy them under the dire&tion of divine 
grace, and with a view to the divine glory, 
the eternal light will ſhine into his heart, and 
give him more underſtanding than histeachers. 
And fince Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation of our 
acceptance with God the father, let us ſeek 
to be accepted through faith, and never think 
of ſetting up any righteouſneſs of our own 
in oppoſition to his. He 1s the Lord our 
righteouſneſs, through whoſe merits imputed 
unto us by faith, God will receive us as juſt 

_ and righteous. And may the holy Spirit give 
you the practical conviction of theſe two im- 
portant truths, that you may find the know- 
ledgeof the glory of Godinthe perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and may through his all-perfect righ- 
teouſneſs be preſented before God the father 
without ſpot of fin unto ſalvation ; to whom 
with the ſon and the holy Spirit, three per- 
ſons in the unity of the Godhead, be equal 
glory, worſhip, and praiſe, in the church 
militant and triumphant, now and for ever, 
Amen. 
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Other foundation can no man lay, 


than that is laid, which is Teſus 
Chriſt, 


=ZA1 ROM the ſcope and deſign of 
Nag theſe words, which were opened 
in a former diſcourſe, it was pro- 


=" poſed to conſider the following 
particulars : 


Fir/t, That Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation 
of all ſaving knowledge. 


Secondly, He is the foundation of all ac- 
ceptance with God the father. 


Thirdly, He is the foundation of all holy 
obedience, - And, 


7 


Laſtly, He is the foundation of our preſent 
and eternal happineſs, 


Under 


eept the ſinner, while he lay in this ſtate of 


_ his heaven. 
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Under the fr? head it was proved, that 
man's natural ignorance and blindneſs in the 
things ,of God made it neceffary he ſhould 
be enlightened. Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to open the blind eyes, and to be a 
light to them that ſat in darkneſs. He ſays 
of himſelf, 1 am the hight of the world, and 
whoſoever believeth in me ſhall not walk in 
darkneſs, but ſhall have the Iight of ife. He 
is as truly the light of the ſpiritual as the ſun 
is the light of the material world, and who- 


ever ſeeks to be enlightened with any ſaving 


truth, muſt receive it from the gracious in- 
fluence of his divine rays. And under the 

| Second head man's natural corruption/and 
actual ſinfulneſs were conſidered. The holi- 
neſs, juſtice, and truth of God could not ac- 


pollution and: guilt, and he could do 
to deliver himſelf from it, but muſt have lived 
here and for ever ſeparated from God, unleſs 


Jeſus Chriſt had obeyed and ſuffered, died 


and riſen again, to work. out that perfect 
righteouſneſs, through the merits of which 
wmputed unto the finner by faith, God the 
father will now accept him, and receive him 
as juſt and righteous into his love and into 
From whence it follows by di- 
ect conſequence, that until he be thus ac- 
cepted he can do no good works, which 
comes to be confidered under the 

Third head, v2. that Jeſus Chriſt 1s the 
foundation of all holy obedience, Man in 


his 


md os i.o.o hs 
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his natural ſtate cannot perform any Holy 
obedience. He wants both will and power, 
until his perſon be accepted through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and united to him by true and live- 
ly faith. The dodrine of our church 01P- 
on this point 1s very cicar ant! Fall. in 
the 13th article, nthled; Of "V/ore 


Juſtification, ſhe teaches that _— Warks 


<« done before the grace of Chriſt, and the 
« inſpiration of his ſpirit, are not pleaſant 
* to' God; foraſmuch as they ſpring not 
« of faith in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they 
make men meet to reccive grace, or (as 
the ſchool authors ſay) deſerve grace of 
congruity : Yea rather for that they are 
not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not 
* but they have the nature of fin.” Our 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


| works are not acceptable, until we have the 


grace of Chriſt and the inſpiration of his ſpi- 


rit to render our perſons accepted. Nay the 


| very beſt works we can do, if they be not 
done, as God hath willed and commanded 


them to be done, have certainly in them the 


| nature of ſin. We doubt not but they have the 
nature of ſin, is 2 very ſtrong expreſſion : but 
Þ| our pious reformers could not ſoften it. They 
| had left the biſhop of Rome upon account of 
the doctrine of merit, which the Papiſts hold, 
anditis the moſt dangerous of all their tenets: 
for hereby they go about to cſtabliſh their 
| own righteouſneſs, not ſubmitting themſelves 


to 
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to the righteouſneſs of God. All the retor- 
mers joined in aſſerting juſtification by faith 
only, knowing that Chriſt was the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth. It is impoflible to be more clear 
and expreſs againſt the merit of works, than 
the compilers of our articles and homilies are; 
they ſeem to have been guided in their 0- 
pinion by two principal reaſons, both taken 
from ſcripture, the firſt reſpefting God, the 
fecond ourſelves. 

It is impoſſible to do any good works well- 
plealing to God, until we are accepted in 
Chriſt, becauſe our whole nature is ſinful — 
in it dwelleth no good thing, and without 
the grace of Chriſt and the inſpiration of his 
fpirit no good thing can ever dwell. The 
{cripture declares us to be by nature children 
of wrath. We became objects of God's 
wrath, when by the original offence mankind 
 tranſgrefled his holy juſt and good law. Then 
his holineſs, juſtice, and goodneſs became 
concerned to inflict the threatened punth- 
ment, which they did inflict, and to which 
every ſon of fallen Adam ts ſubject, until he 
be accepted through Jeſus Chriſt. In this 
fallen ſtate he is like an attainted rebel, who 
cannot do any action that is deemed good 
and valid in law, until his attainder be re- 
verſed, and he be reſtored in blood. This 
1s our very caſc in ſpirituals, What can we 


do, that will be deemed good and valid mn 
the 
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the court of heaven, while we are under a 
ſtate of forfeiture, our perſons are guilty, 
and our whole nature (as our church ex- 
prefles it) deſerves God's wrath and damna- 

tion f 
And we are ſtill more incapable of doing 
any acceptable works, if we confider the ſtate 
we are In by actual tranſgreſſion. We are 
under ſentence of condemnation for the firſt 
offence : for the law is of ſo pure and ſpiri- 
tual a nature as to reach to the inmoſt thoughts 
of the heart, It requires truth mn the inward 
parts, and expects perfect obedience there, 
as well as in the words and ations. The 
ſtile of it is, Do this, and thou ſhalt Iirve. It 
promiſes life, but to them only, who never 
err from its commandments. One ſingle fail- 
ing cuts us off from the promiſed life, and 
puts us under the curſe: for it is written, 
Curſed is every man who continueth not in all 
things, that are written in the book of the law 
fo do them. Now the ſame law, which has 
brought him in guilty before God, cannot 
acquit him afterwards ; becauſe he is already 
a convict, is ſentenced, and under the curſe, 
and he can think of no method of eſcaping 
the deſerved puniſhment, but to pay an un- 
erring obedience for the future. Suppoſing 
he could do this, yet it would be making no 
fatisfaCtion ; becauſe after one tranſgret{ion by 
the deeds of the law can no fleſh be juſtified. 
It is an adjudged caſe, that partial obedience 
can 
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can make no atonement to the law, which 


required . perfe& obedience ; the equity of 
this proceeding we acknowledge in our own 
laws. If a criminal found guilty of murder 
was to alledge in his defence, that he had 
broken no other law of the land, that he was 
not a thief nor an adulterer, &c. would this 
plea be allowed in court.? Would he be ac- 
quitted of the murder, becauſe it was not 


attended with robbery? No. The judge 
would obſerve to him, that he came there | 
to be tried for a murder, and that he was 


found guilty by the law, and as ſuch muſt be 
condemned : for he that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal,. ſaid alſo, Thou ſhalt do no murder. 


Now if thou commit no robbery, yet if thou 


kill, thou art a tranſgrefſor of the law : for 
whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all, 
and is under guilt and condemnation, as if 
he had offended againſt the whole law. The 
faw of God ts pure and ſpiritual, and allows 
of no deviation from it. If it gives life, it 
mulſt have perfect unerring obedience ; where 
this is wanting 1n one inſtance, it cannot take 
partial obedience as any atonement for diſ- 
obedtence : From whence it follows, that 
men under the guilt of original and actual fin 
cannot with reſpeCt to God perform any holy 
obedience. And 
With reſpect to ourſelves, there is another 
reaſon, which being taken from a matter of 
| fact, 
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fat, ſhould carry with it full conviction. 
Our fallen nature 1s ſo entirely depraved, that 


it has neither will nor power to perform any 


/ 


holy obedience. The old man of fin, which 
1s corrupt according to the deceitful luſts, 
can do nothing but fin. And until he be 
put off and crucified with all his affeftions 
and luſts, we cannot put on the new man, 
which after God 1s created in righteouſneſs 
and -true holineſs : for we are not only cor- 
rupt, but alſo under the bondage of corrup- 
tion ; not only ſinners, but alſo ſlaves to fin, 


fold under fin, and led captive to commit it 


by the devil at his will. Sin has ſuch an ab- 


ſolute dominion, - that although it exerciſes 
the moſt cruel tyranny, yet- men have no de- 


fire to ſhake off its yoke. Sin wears away 
their bodies in its ſervice, and yet they are 


pleaſed with their own deſtruC@tion, and fin 


on. Whenever the tyrant commands—Do 
this, the natural man doeth it, though it be 
at the peril of his life, When fin puts him 
upon a courſe of uncleanneſs, which he knows 
will bring the infirmities of old age upon him 
before he has come to manhood, or a courſe 
of intemperance, which muſt end in painful] 
and acute diſtempers, the poor ſlave ſubmits. 
And muſt not fin reign in his mortal body, 
ſince he thus obeys it in the luſts thereof ? 
Muſt it not have abſolute dominion over him, 
ſince he thus yields his members inſtruments 


of unrighteouſneſs unto fin, and yields them, 
G 2 EVEN 
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even to work out his own deſtruction ? And 


when he ſees this deſtruction before his eyes, 


yet he has no defire to avoid it ; we have 


' neither will nor power to deliver ourſelves 
from ſin's dominion : Becauſe when we were 


yet without ſtrength, Chriſt died for the un- 


godly. The ſoul was enſlaved, and without 
ſtrength to recover its liberty as well as the 
body. - Which of its faculties are free and 


able to caſt off the tyranny of fin? Can this 


good defire ariſe firſt in the imagination ? It 
cannot., The imaginations of the heart of 
the natural man are evil, and only evil, and 


that continually. Can it ariſe in the under- 
ſtanding? It cannot : For it 1s in darkneſs. 
When the Lord looked down from heaven 


- upon the children of men, to ſee if there were 


any that did underſtand, and ſeek aſter God, 


| he found none, no not one—They were wiſe 


enough to do evil, but to do good they had 


no knowledge ; neither had they a will to 


chuſe it : for the natural man follows the 
wil: of the fleſh, which is always contrary 


| to the will of God, and with the heart and 


affections he ſerves the law of fin. 


Thus the dominion of ſin is univerſal. It 


commands all the faculties of ſoul and body, 
which ſerve it with a willing and uninter- 


' rupted obedience ; and from what has been 
| ſaid with reſpe& to God, and with reſpect 


to ourſelves, it is evident that the natural 


' man is utterly unable to perform any holy 


obedience. 
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. obedience. This is the plain dodrine of 
ſcripture, and it is confirmed by our church 
in her 10th article, which declares, that © the 
'« condition of man after the fall of Adam is 


« ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare him- 


&« ſelf by his own natural ſtrength and good 
works to faith and calling upon God : 
wherefore we have no power to do good 
works, pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
* without the grace of God by Chriſt pre- 
« venting us, that we may have a good will, 
* and working with us, when we have that 


« good will.” Both the good will, and the 


cc 


| power to work with it come from Chriſt; and 


the manner in which he beſtows both upon 
us is thus deſcribed in ſcripture. God the 
father accepts us as righteous through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby we are juſti- 
fied ; upon which we are united to Chriſt 
through faith given us by his holy ſpirit ; 
and from this union we receive continual ſu 
plies of grace to enable us to bring forth t 
fruits of the ſpirit, which are well-pleaſing 
unto God the Liker. 

This vital union with Chriſt the head of 
the body is the principle of divine life in all 
his members, and it is expreſſed in {ſcripture 
by various phraſes, which denote the reality 
and abſolute certainty of it, and which can- 
not admit of a metaphorical ſenſe, ſuch as, 
« Chriſt's dwelling in us, and we in him, 
our being rooted and planted into him, -_ 

uit 
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built-up -in him, our being-one ſpirit and one 
Aecfh with him, our living and 'being led by 
his ſpirit:” And it is alſo repreſented by va- 
Tious images, ſuch as the union between Zhe 
head and the body, what a ſtrange body 
. would it be, which had only a metaphorical 


-union with the head ? between the $read and 


the eater, what ſort of a conſtitution mult it 
be,which could live upon metaphorical bread? 
and between the foundation and the building, 
what kind of a building would it be, which 
ſhould Rand upon a metaphorical foundation ? 
| But chiefly between the vine and the branches, 
which our Lord has largely treated of in oh: 
xv. 1am the vine, ſays he, ye are the branches. 
As the branth cannot bear fruit of itſelf except 
it abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye 
abide in me. He that. abrdeth'in me and T in 
him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit : For 
without me ye can do nothing. If any man a- 


-bide in Chriſt, and bear much fruit to the 


_ glory of the father, he muſt be as truly and 
as vitally - united to: Chriſt, as the branches 
are to the vine : for he is the root and ſtock, 


trom whence the branches receive their nou- 


riſhment, and are enabled to bring forth fruit : 
And therefore whoever is not united to Chriſt 


can have no principle of divine life in him, 


but 1s like a branch cut off from the ſtock 
and withered, whoſe end is to be burnt. 

| From theſe ſcriptures it is evident, that 

we cannot live to God nor bring forth any 


fruit 
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fruit unto holineſs until we areunited toChriſt, 
and have fellowſhip with him. The ſpirit of 
God is the bond of this union : for he gives 

us the true faith, whereby the ſoul is enabled 
to reject every thing, that would ſeparate it 
from-Chriſt, and to caſt away all hope of fal- 
vation in its own endeavours and works, and 
thus placing no merit in any thing it can do, 
it cloſes in with the free offer of mercy in 
Chriſt Jeſus, whom faith has a peculiar fit- 
neſs to receive, and does aCtually receive him 
with all his fulnefs, as theſe ſcriptures teſtify, 
Fer we have an acceſs, fays the apoſtle, and 
entrance by faith into that grace of Chriſt, 
wherein we ſtand. And again, Chriſt dwel- 
leth in our hearts by faith. And that moſt 
holy faith, whereby Chriſt dwelleth in us, 


enables us to live the life of Chriſt ; for by 


purifying all the faculties of the ſoul it makes 
us to be like him, to love his image, and to 
deſire it may be perfealy formed in our ſouls. 
And accordingly by the cloſe and intimate 
union which faith keeps up between Chrift 
and us, we are made conformable to his death 
and reſurreEtion : for faith draws virtue from 


his death to deſtroy the dominion of fin, and 


from his reſurretion to riſe to newnels of life. 
Nothing but the influence of the death of 
Chriſt, and a real fellowſhip with it, can free 
us from fin's dominion. We mult be planted 
together in the likeneſs of his death, if we 
ever get any mortifying power over the body 

of 
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of ſin. And we muſt be alſo planted into 
the likeneſs of his reſurre&ion, that we who 
are by nature dead in treſpaſſes and fins may 
be quickened in Chriſt, and made alive in 
him. St. Paul had happy experience of this 
dodrine—T am crucified, ſays he. with Chriſt, 
nevertpeleſs T hive, yet not I, but Chriſt hveth 


in me, and the life which Tnow live in the fleſh, 


T live by the faith of the' fon of God. And 
whoever 1s crucified with Chriſt in the ſame 


manner, has the body of ſin deſtroyed, that 


henceforth he ſhould not ſerve fin, and who- 
ever liveth by the ſame faith in the ſon of 
God, has continual ſupplies of grace from 
Jeſus Chriſt to enable him to live a life of 
holineſs unto God. £ 

'This is the ſcripture doctrine of holy obe- 
dience. We are therein taught, that God 
muſt work in us whatever 1s well-pleafing to 
him. St. Paul prays thus for his Hebrews : 
«* Now the God of peace make you perfect 
«© in every good work to do his will, working 
© in you that which is well-pleafing in his 
&« ſight through Jeſus Chriſt :” who came in 
the fleſh to deſtroy in us ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, that we might be fit to per- 


form holy obedience. © The great God and 


* our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ſays he, gave him- 
« ſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
« all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pe- 
« culiar people, zealous of good works.” 


And again another ſcripture ſfaith—© We are 
*. * created 
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& created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works.” 
When we are made new creatures in him, 
then have we a new nature with new affec- 
tions; which delight to obey the will of God 
as much as the old ſinful nature hated it : For 
if any man be in Chriſt he is a new creature, 
old things are paſſed away, behold all things 
are become new. He is renewed through- 
out, in body, ſoul, and ſpirit. The body, 
which ſin enſlaved and defiled, is cleanſed by 
the blood of Chriſt, and conſecrated by his 
ſpirit for an holy temple to the living God. 
The ſoul is enriched with the divine graces 
of faith; and hope and love, which work up- 
oh all the facultics, reſtraining the imagina- 
tion, enlightening the underſtanding, regu- 
lating the will; and turning the heart and 
afteftions to God ; and then renewing the 
ſpirit day by day with the ſweet and holy 
tempers of the bleſſed Jeſus, that the whole 
man tnay grow up to the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Nothing avail- 
eth in Chriſt Jeſus but this new creature. 
God the father will accept of no obedience, 
- unleſs it be the work of this new nature. Our 
beſt duties and ſervices are diſpleaſing to him, 
unleſs we be renewed by faith in the ſpirit of 
the mind; as our church has clearly deter- 
mined in her 12th article. © Albeit that 
* 00d works, which are the fruits of faith, 
* and follow after (don't go before) juſtifi- 
*« cation, cannot put away our fins, and en- 
H * dure 


( 58 ] 

 <« qure the ſeverity of God's judgment, yet 

© are they pleaſing and acceptable to God 27; 
* Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſfarily of a 
« true and liyely faith, infomuch that by 
« them a lively faith may be as evidently 
* known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit.” 
From theſe authorities it is evident, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation of all holy obe- 
| dience. Until] you be accepted in him, you 
can do no good works ; nay, without him 
you can do nothing. The ſcripture and our 
articles and homilies ſpeak full to this point, 
and they entirely overthrow the deſtructive 
doQrine of the Papr/ts and Socintans, who 
agree in maintaining the merit of works. 
Every true ſon of our church has renounced 
their hereſies. The ſcripture has affured 
him, that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord ; but he finds the ſinfulneſs of his 
_ nature reigning in many unholy tempers, 
and breaking out into many offences, againſt 
which he ſtrives, but not in his own ſtrength : 
for he is convinced, that his foul is by nature 
dead in treſpailes and fins, and that all his 
ſtriving can no more give it ſpiritual life, than 
rubbing and chafing a dead carcaſs can re- 
{tore to it animal life, and therefore he does 
not ſeek to attain holineſs, while his nature 
continues corrupt and dead in fin. The goſ- 
pel method is dire&tly contrary. It firſt 
cleanſes the heart, from whence are the iſſues 
of life, and then the ſtreams will certainly 


run 
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run pure : It direts you to labour firſt to 
be reconciled unto God, that you may be 
accepted through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and juſtified by his merits, and then 
you will have a new nature inclined to holi- 
_ neſs, and endued by the holy ſpirit with 
eddy to ſeek and to attain it. After you 
ave received juſtification to life, you may 
20 on with the work of ſanRtification : for 
by juſtification your nature 1s regenerate and 
new-born, and fanCtification 1s the proper 
work of this regenerate nature, as it brings 
all its parts and faculties into uſe, whereby 
they improve and grow in frength. Juſti- 
fication, which is the new birth of the ſoul, 
is like the firſt birth of the infant into this 
world. When it is born, it has all the parts 
of the body perfe&; no new ones are added 
afterwards, only theſe grow in fize and 
ſtrength, until they reach to the ſtature of a 
man, as the graces grow in the juſtified ſoul 
until it arrive to a perfect man in Chriſt. 
And then God who has been glorified by it 
upon earth, will receive it into his eternal 
glory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord— 
Who is the foundation of our preſent and 
eternal happineſs, as I purpoſed in the fourth 
and laſt place to conſider. "This is a direct con- 
ſequence from what has been faid, and does 
not require many words to illuſtrate it : For 
fince the ſinner has no faving knowledge, 
until Chriſt enlighten him ; fince God the 
H 2 _ father. 


"0" 
father will not accept his perſon, but 
through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor his 
works, but as done in Chriſt, and flowing 
from living faith in him, then it is certain 
that whatever happineſs he enjoys muſt be 
derived from the Lord and giver of grace 
and glory. He can merit none, for when 
he has done all theſe things that are com- 
manded him, which yet no man has done, 
he was even then to ſay, I am an unprofit- 
able ſervant, I have Fd that which was my 
duty to do, and therefore I cannot deſerve 
preſent and much leſs eternal happineſs _ 
the hand of God, 

By preſent happineſs I mean thoſe COm- 
forts of the goſpel which I have been deſcrib- 
ing, and which the heavenly comforter ad- 
miniſters to the ſinner, when he is enlightened 
with ſaving truth, when he is convinced of 
his reconciliation with God the father, and 
ſatisfied that the divine holineſs, juſtice, and 
truth, are no longer his enemies, but will 
now make all things work together for his 
good ; and when he is aſſured of the truth 
of his reconciliation, as well from the inward 
witneſs of the ſpirit of God with his ſpirit, 
2s from the holy obedience in which he now 
delights, and which he has power to perform. 
This happy ſoul enjoys the comforts of preſent 
ſalvation, which are daily ſtrengthened in it 
more and more, as it grows in grace, and 
bears fairer and richer fruits of holineſs : w 

this 
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this growth in grace js an evident proof of our 


acceptance with God, and a fruitful ſource 


of ſpiritual comfort : when we find ourſelves 
renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, and are 
pleaſed with the will of God in the inner 
man, and are enabled to run chearfully in 
the way of God's commandments, the hap- 
pines arifing from hence can no more be 


_ deſcribed than the joys of heaven. If you 


would know what bleflings, love, joy, peace, 
and the other fruits of the ſpirit bring to the 


foul, taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord is. 


And whenever he gives you the experience 
of them, you will then find that in them hea- 
ven 1s already begun in the ſoul ; and if by 
believing we can rejoice at preſent with joy 


unſpeakable, and full of glory, what muſt 


our joy be when we receive the end of our 
faith, even the eternal falvation of our ſouls. 
When Jeſus Chritt admits us into his king- 


dom, and beſtows upon us all his ſpiritual 
bleflings in heavenly places, what happineſs 


we ſhall then feel, tongue cannot utter, nor 


can heart conceive. And inconceivably great 
though it He, yet it is all the free gift of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, © for he 
« hath given us eternal life, and this life is 


_ « jn his ſon:”—And faith is the hand b o | 


which we receive it; * for he that believet 


<« on me, faith the bleſſed Jeſus, hath ever- 


« laſting life.” He purchaſed it for us. We 
eould not attain it by any of our own works, 
nor 
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nor could the higheſt angel in heaven merit 


it for one of the ſons of men. It was bought 
for us by an ineſtimable price, by the obe- 
dience and ſufferings of the God-man Chriſt 
Jeſus, and he therefore obeyed and ſuffered, 
died and roſe again, that we might be heirs 
of God and joint-heirs with Chriſt. He acted 
as our repreſentative, by which means we 
Have an intereſt in all that he did and ſuffered. 
He refiſted the tempter, obeyed the law, 
ſuffered the puniſhment due to the tranſgreſ- 
fion of it, even unto death, roſe from the 


dead, aſcended into heaven, and ſat down _ 


on the throne of glory, as the head and re- 
preſentative of all the ele& people of God. 
In all theſe things he acted as the head of the 
body the church; and we commonly- ſay, 
a perſon 1s crowned, when the crown is put 
upon his head. Now our head is already 
crowned, and therefore ſo long as he poſ- 
feſles his glory, we his members ſhall poſ- 
{eſs ours, and ſhall ſhare in the glories of our 
heavenly king. What theſe eternal glo- 
ries are, it ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding to 
comprehend. The ſcripture has revealed 
them to us chiefly in negative deſcriptions. 
It removes from them that imperfection to 
which all ſublunary good 1s ſubje&t. It calls 
them 7:ches, but then they are not ſubject 
to ruſt and moth, nor can thieves break in 
to rob us of them. It compares them to an 
 inberitance, but then it 1s always in peace, 

no 
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' no armies can lay it waſte, no irregular paſ- 


ſion can interrupt the happy enjoyment of it: 
And there can be no fear of loſing it, be- 
cauſe all tears are wiped away from every 
eye ; and upon every head there 1s placed a 
crown of glory, which is zncorruptible, has 
no principles of diſſolution, and therefore no 
defect in 1t, is zndefiled, has no ſtain of fin or 
infirmity under it, and fadeth not away, all 
human glory like a flower of the field withers 
and dies, but this is always flouriſhing, and 
blooms in never-fading ſpring. Thus the 
ſcripture removes every thing from our hea- 
venly happineſs, which renders our preſent 
enjoyments imperfect; and then to make the 


deſcription full, puts eternity to it. And 


yet even of this eternal happineſs we have but 
faint ideas ; we know it at preſent but in part. 
We ſhall know it better when our almighty 
Saviour beſtows it upon us. When he ad- 
mits us into his preſence, receives us into his 
heaven, and places the never-fading crown 
of glory upon our heads, then we ſhall feel 
what an eternal weight of glory is. Then 
we ſhall enjoy that beatific viſion, without 
which heaven would not be deſfireable, and 
we ſhall ſee the Lord Jeſus face to face, and 
ſhall know that he is above all blefling and 
praiſe. We know indeed at preſent that he is 
God over all bleſſed for ever, but the corrupt- 
ible body prefleth down the ſoul, and the 
earthly tabernacle weigheth down the mind, 


{o 
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fo that our knowledge and our praiſes are 
imperfeft. But then we ſhall be free from 
this carthly clog, and ſhall ſee more of his 
excellencies, and ſhall be more able to praiſe 
them. We ſhall continually find new beau- 
ties, new worlds of delight in him; for his 
perfeCtions being infinite will afford us freſh 
fabje&t of praiſe to eternity. And our inte- 
reſt in them being an aC& of his free grace, 
will render them to us more precious, and 
the contemplation of them more ſweet. 
Every new day of glory (if I may ſo ſpeak, 
when time is no more) will bring us more 
in debt to his free grace. The holding of 
glory ſhall be free grace without end ; fo 
that Chriſt's relation of creditor, and ours of 
debtor, ſhall grow.and be greater for ever. 
Redeemed ſinners can never fay, Now our 
tribute of praiſe to Jeſus is fully paid, becauſe 
they will be always contracting new debts, 
and while they ſtand confirmed m bliſs, the 
more broken debtors will they be. The 
tonger they enjoy the glory of heaven through 
millions of ages, the debt to the lamb that 
purchaſed it for them by his blood wilt grow 
infinitely. Praiſes to eternity can take no- 
thing from the debt; for the debt increaſes, 
while they are praifing. And let the innu- 
merable company of angels join the ſpirits of | 
juſt men made perfect : Let them raiſe their 
hearts and voices to the higheſt ſtrains of 
praiſe, they would till fall ſhort of the great- 


neſs | 
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neſs of his merits. O holy ſpirit! now give 
us a heart and a tongue to join our imperfect 
praiſes with theirs. With them we aſcribe 
ſalvation to the Lord God omnipotent. Blef- 
ſing, and honour, and glory and power be 
unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
to the lamb for ever. 

I ſhall here finiſh the dodtrinal parts of 
this diſcourſe, but I cannot conclude with- 
out making a ſhort application, Every uſe- 
tul doctrine may be reduced to practice ; and 
all the chriſtian doctrines have a direc ten- 
dency to operate 1n our lives, and to produce 
their proper effects in our converſations. We 
have been conſidering ſome of the excellen- 
cies of God our Saviour, which are not mere 

| ſpeculative points ; becauſe he was made un- 
to us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and fancti- 
fication, and redemption. He is our all-wiſe 
prophet to enlighten the blindneſs of our un- 
derflanding, and to teach us ſaving know- 
ledge. He 1s our all-meritorious prieſt, 
through the merits of whoſe perfect ſacrifice 
the pollution and the guilt of our fins are 
taken away, and we are accepted as righ- 
teous before God the father. And he is our 
almighty king, by whoſe grace the dominion 
c of ſin is deſtroyed in us, and we are enabled 
: to perform an holy obedience. © Jeſus 
Sls Chriſt is all and in all: for we are com- 
- « plete in him.” Salvation irom firſt to Jaſt, 
mY | from the firſt ray of HV which broke into 
our 
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our dark and ſinful fouls, until we ſee Chrift 
in the fulneſs of glory, is all his work, and to 
him muſt the honour of it be aſcribed, He 

is the foundation on whom it all ſtands: for 

other foundation can no man lay, than that 1s 

laid, which 1s Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Men, brethren, and fathers, ſuffer the 

word of exhortation. You profeſs, that Je- 
ſas Chriſt is the foundation of all ſaving know- 
ledge : Do you then ſeek it from him in the 
{ſtudy of his holy word, and throughthe bleffing 
of his good Spirit upon your ſtudies ? Or are 
any of you ſecking it from the unſcriptural 
unnatural light of nature, from that nature 
which is totally dark and blind, until the ab- 
ſtrated metaphyſician has ſtolen ſome great 
| truths from the revealed word, and then boaſts 
that he was ſelf-enlightened, and that they 
were ſelf-irradiated upon his own mind by a 


more myſterious and enthuſiaſtic light, than 


the maddeſt Quaker ever pretended to. In 
their metaphyſical reveries, let them talk of 
their light of nature; yet if God may be 
heard, nature is in darkneſs. It is blind in 
the things of God ; nay more, unti} it be re- 
newed, it cannot ſee and know them. To 
whom then would you go for the knowledge 
of them? To Chriſt, as held forth in his 
word, and applied by his Spirit, or rather to 
human learning and its arts and fciences ? 


God forbid. They have not one ray of their 


own to give. Their boaſted luſtre 1s but a 
| | borrowed 


TIO "TE x - 


6 th. ths ” 


(67 ) 


borrowed light. Blot the ſun out of heaven, 
and theſe bright ſtars are at once 1n the black- 
neſs of darkneſs : for there is but one created 
ſun to enlighten this material world, as there 
is but one uncreated ſun to enlighten the ſpi- 
ritual world here in grace, and for ever in 
glory. When the arts and ſciences keep their 
proper ſtation, refleting the light caſt upon 


them by the ſun of righteouſneſs, then the 


ſtudy of them is ſanCtified, and they are highly 
uſeful in the ſchool of Chriſt ; buy unſantti- 
fied, they only tend to puff up and to feed the 
pride of corrupt nature. Let this be an an- 
{wer to the adverſary, who may object, that 
I am a decrier of human learning. When it 
is preferred to divine, I do decry it, but in 
no other reſpe&. Am TI an enemy to light, 
becauſe I prefer the all-reviving light of the 
{un to the faint glimmering light of the ſtars ? 
Chriſt is the ſun of righteouſneſs, the light 
of the ſpiritual world. Let it then be your 
firſt and principal ſtudy to attain from him 
divine learning, and in ſubordination to it ſeek 
human learning. Let God be your teacher 


in the things of God. Read his word, as hc 


who was wiſer than his teachers did, day and 
night ; but read it with humility, and always 
begin with the excellent prayer before men- 
tioned, © Lord open thou mine eyes, that I 
* may ſee wondrous things in thy law :” The 
Lord will open them, and you will not only 
ſee ſpiritual truths clearly, but will alfo be 
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more diligent in the ſtudy of uſeful know- 
ledge, and will attain more of it, than a man 
of the beſt parts truſting to the mere ſtrength 
of genius can ever attain, And one great 
truth the word and the ſpirit of God will cer- 
tainly manifeſt to you, and that 1s, 
_ Secondly, The manner of your acceptance. 
To a ſinner convinced of the corruption of his 
nature, and of the tranſgreſſions of his life, no- 
thing can be more intereſting than to know, 
whether God's juſtice and holineſs and truth 
can pardon him. The fancied light of fallen 
nature cannot teach him this. It never did. It 
never led one learned heathen, Greek or Ro- 
man, to Jeſus Chriſt. It never can: Becauſe 
it is blind, and with the aid of all the ſciences 
blind it remains, until Chriſt by his word 
and ſpirit open its eyes. Then it ſees, that 
His righteouſneſs imputed to it by faith is the 
only method of being accepted as righteous 
before God the father. Are you then ſeek- 
Ing to be accepted in the righteouſneſs of the 
beloved ? Or are you trying to work out ſome 
righteouſneſs of your own, which altogether 
or in part may render you accepted ? It muſt 
never be forgotten, that juſtification by faith 
only is the grand Proteſtant dotrine. Juſti- 
fication by works 1s downright Popery, We 
ſeparated from the biſhop of Rome, becauſe 
he ſet up the merit of works in oppoſition 
to the righteouſneſs of God. And lo! Pro- 


tz{tant divines have fallen back again into the 
fink 
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fink of Popery, maintaining the merit of 
works; as every man muſt do, who talks 


of the dignity and refitude of human na- 


ture, of the dignity of finful nature, and of 
the re&itude of fallen nature, of natural re- 
ligion, of the moral ſenſe and of the moral 
{cheme, and of the fitneſs and relation of 


things: for theſe ſyſtems are big with con- 


trad:zMions, unleſs man be able of himſelf to 
diſcover and to practice ſuch duties as will 
render him acceptable to God. And indeed 


metaphyſical writers have aſcribed to blind 


fallen nature both this will and power, main- 
taining that © every one may find within him- 
« fa the rule of right, and obligations to 
« follow it,” Biſhop Butler's Sermons, p. 
32. Bat what faith the ſcripture ? Poſitively 
and expreſly it ſpeaks of man's having nei- 
ther will nor power, unleſs they be given 
him of God. Being ſinful in heart and life 
he lies under ſentence of condemnation by 
the juſt law of heaven, and like an attainted 
rebel he cannot do a legal act, until he be 


| pardoned. Jeſus Chriſt is the foundation of 


this pardon; and until we are accepted through 
his righteouſneſs, our beſt works have in them 
the nature of ſin. Thus 1s ſcripture, and the 


doctrine of our church. And can you be- | 


lieve a man to be a friend to either, who 
wants to eſtabliſh the merit of works? Can 
he be a ſound Proteſtant, or a good church 
of England-man? No, he cannot. Cer-. 

tainly, 
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tainly, my brethren, you would condemn 


him with one voice. Away then with all 


the metaphyſical rubbiſh, which has long 
obſcured the ſcripture doctrine of acceptance: 
for the love of the Lord Jeſus, and of his 
flock for whom he ſhed his blood, let us 
hear no more of the religion of nature— 
of that religion which finds us and leaves us 
children of wrath : for the ſake of your own 
preſent and eternal peace let all metaphyſical 
{ſyſtems of the religion of nature be no more 
vour favourite ſtudies. You have the - holy 


ſcripture in your hands ; whither would you 


0, but to it for the words of eternal life? And 
does not it teach you, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the world to redeem us from the miſe- 
ries of our fallen nature? And whoſe cauſe 


then are theſe men defending, who want to 


cſtabliſh a religion founded on that nature, 
from which Chriſt came to redeem us ? 
Good God ! what an attempt 1s this, for chriſ- 
tian men, chriſtian miniſters, embaſladors of 
Teſus Chriſt, not only to preach up the reli- 
c:0n of nature, as if nature was not fallen, 
but alſo to make this religion of nature the 
foundation of revealed. What a monſtrous 
aradox 1s this, natural religion the foundation 
of revealed ? Is not this taking away Jeſus 
Chriſt the ſure foundation, which God hath 
aid, and putting the religion of nature un- 
der him as a foundation to bear him up, and 
thus trvig to lay another fonndation, which 
it 
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if God be true no man can lay, The iolly, 
the guilt, and the danger of this proceeding 
are ſo evident upon the principles before laid 
down, that I ſhall not urge the matter far- 
ther at preſent, only if there be here any ad- 
mirers of this metaphyſical and unnatural re- 
ligion, it may be uſeful to them to conſider, 


what this religion can do for them, even as 


they underſtand it, which the religion of the 
bible has not promiſed to do for them in a 
more full and ample manner, eſpecially with 
reſpec to their performing an holy obedience, 
of which Jeſus Chritt 1s the ſole foundation, 
which is the 717d inference from what has 
been ſaid. 

Until you are accepted in Chriſt you can- 
not do any good works: becauſe your whole 
nature 1s corrupt, and nothing but corrupt 
fruit can grow upon it. Are you then ſeek- 
ing for an holy nature, that in it you may 
perform an holy obedience ? Are you then 
praying to God to be renewed in the Tpirit 
of your mind, that Chritt may dwell in your 
hearts by faith, that his will may become 
yours, his word your ſtudy and delight, his 
Spirit your guide ? And is it the deſire of your 
foul, that you may be enabled to run chear- 
fully in the way of God's commandments 
unto the end? Is Chriſt the foundation of 


this great work? And are you convinced you 


want grace from him every moment to carry 
it on? Then bring this conviction into prac- 
tice, 
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tice. Let it operate in your lives. Where 
would you ſeek his grace, but in the means 
of grace? And 'when your perſons are ac= 
cepted through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
imputed to you by faith, then God will ac- 
cept your attendance upon theſe means, but 
not before. 'Then he will be found of yon 
in them, will give his bleſſing to the uſe of 
them, and will enable you to abound in every 
good word and work to the praiſe of his glory. 


The ſcripture is expreſs, that we are created 


in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works. We can 
bear no fruit until we be grafted into him the 
true vine. Our church 1s exceeding clear 
upon this head. To their authorities we 
muſt ſubmit, and we ſhall find the happy 
effects of embracing them, if they diſpoſe 
us to ſeek, until God gives us a new nature, 
with new faculties and affections, and enables 
us to bring forth much fruit to the praiſe of the 
plory of his free grace, wherein he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved : for then we ſhall 
find the preſent comforts of the goſpel ſweetly 
drawing us on in the way of duty, until we 
be at laſt preſented perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Perfe&t and complete in him, but not in our 
own righteouſneſs, we ſhall be preſented be- 
fore God the father without ſpot of fin to an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven 
for us. 


To 


600 

To theſe truths every chriſtian afſents. He 
lays no other foundation for his preſent and 
eternal happineſs than Jefus Chriſt, and he 
is a ſure foundation : for he is the author and 
finiſher of the faith, the author to begin it 
here in grace, the finiſher to end it, when 
faith ſhall be ſwallowed up in viſion. As 
he is the author of all the works of creation, 
ſo is he the author of all the works of re- 
demption, by whom they begin, through 
whom they are carried on, and in whom they 
will be completed : © For I am alpha and. 
« omega, fays he, the firſt and the lait, 
« which was, which is, and which is to 
« come the almighty.” He is the Lord God 
omnipotent, by whom all things were made; 
by his over-ruling providence they arc fup- 
ported : for he upholdeth all things by the 
word of his power. He 1s the molt bleſſed 
God and Saviour in the offices, of a prophet 
to enlighten our blind eyes and to be our wiſ- 
dom, of a prieſt to atone for the pollution 
and the guilt of our fins, and to be our righ- 
teouſneſs, and of a king to deſtroy in us the 
dominion of fin, and to be our ſanctification. 
And he is God the fovercign judge, before 
| whoſe awful tribunal we muſt all ſoon ap- 
\ pear. View Jeſus Chriſt in theſe exalted 1ta- 
| tions, where he fits far above all principali- 
ties and powers, as the firſt and laſt in rhe 
works of creation, providence, redemption. 
and final judgment, and then tee whether 
Ik | Viltli 


” " — I * hr 8-4 OO 2 2” OTE: , | . 
- TS CE EI ES IE = Ev : 
S ” ——=> T x » BA = x SO ” Ss lk. 8 


L 74] 
you can exalt him high enough. Is not this 
almighty God and King far above all blefling 
and praiſe? You cannot ſufficiently extol the 
works of creation. Survey them with a phi- 
loſopher's eye, and they will appear great and 
wonderful in wifdom and power, affording 
an uncxhauſtcd ſubject of praiſe. And how 


then thall we be able to magnity their maker, 


who 1s great above all his works ? Eſpecially 
Creat 2 and marvellous are thy works, O Lord 
God almighty, in the redemption of a finful 
world : For when you glority the Lord Jc- 
is for this inc{timable mercy, exalt him as 
much as you can, for even yet will he far 
exceed, and when YOU exalt him, put forth 
all your ſtrength and be not weary : for you 
Can NEVET £O far enough. How ſhould we 
npon earth go far enough, when the glorified 
ſpirits, who try to cxalt him as much as 
they are able, yet fall ſhort ? He will always, 
to eternity he will, be above all blefling 
and praiſe. The thouſands, thouſands, A. 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand, who are 
now ſtanding round his throne, admiring his 
perfections, and finging the ſong of Moſes 
and the lamb, when they pur forth all their 
itrength and are not weary, {till they can ne- 
ver go tar enough. And when all the ſons 
of God who ſhouted for joy at the firſt crea- 
tion ſhall again Join their voices upon the 
number of the elecs being perfected, {till 
he will far exceed their moſt exalted ſong. 
Angels 


E258] 


Angels and men with their higheſt ſtrains or 
praiſe cannot come up to the oreatneſ of our 
Lord's merit. Let the heavenly long be con- 
tinued through millions of ages, yet the God 
whom they celebrate 1s infinite, and their 
praiſe therefore muſt fall ſhort of the ſubject, 
The perfection of the almighty creator, and 
the love of the ali-merciful edeemer, are to 
the redeemed of the Lord ſubie&s which 
eternity cannot exhauſt. O that it may be 
your happineſs and imine to lay Jeſus Chrilt 
and him only, for the foundation of all faving 
knowicdge, of all acceptance v 1th the fat her, 


and of all noly obcdience, that having ſpent 


our tune here by the ſtrensth of his grace 1n 
his ſervice and to his elory, we may be ad- 
mitted to ice his pericchtons, and to be hap- 
py 12 the enjovinent of them, and may join 

our grateful hearts and voices with the bicſted 
company of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt me: 
made pericct, in finging the eternal hymn of 
thanks and praiic. So be it, Lord Jeſus, © 
the honour of the father, and to the glory of 
the eternal ſpirit, tarce perſons 1 one Jebo- 
val, whom the church mulitant now wor- 
ſhips, and the church triumphant praiſes tor 
ever and ever.' Amen, 
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SERSSEEEESEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEESES SS 
In a Treatiſe, intitled The Flower of 

Godly Prayers, written by the Rev. 


Mr. Thomas Becon, and printed in 
the Year 1563, there is 


A Prayer for FaiTHn, 


Which breaths the very Spirit of the 
Apoſtles Do&trine, and which I 
lay before the Reader, that he 
may pray for the Comforts of it 
in the devout Words of this holy 

Man. 


| E are taught by thy holy apoſtle, O 
Y moſt loving Saviour, that whatſo- 
ever is not of faith is ſin, and that it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe thee without faith. And 
therefore they that come unto thee muſt be- 
lieve that thou art God, yea, and ſuch a God 
as is both able and alſo will abundantly re- 
ward all them that with true faith ſeek thee. 
For thy eyes, O Lord, look upon faith, and 
thou doſt appear and ſhew thyſelf unto them 
that have faith in thee: yea through faith, 


thou being the king of glory, art married to 


the ſouls of the faithful, and makeſt them 


partakers 


L951 
partakers of thy divine nature, through the 
wonderful working of thy bleſſed fpirit. 
Through faith ſo many as believe are julti- 
- fied, made the ſons and heirs of God, and 
have everlaſting life. By faith we obtain of 
God all good things, even whatſoever we 
_ aſk in thy name. Seeing that faith 1s ſo pre- 
cious a jewel in thy fight, that without it 
nothing is acceptable unto thy divine ma- 
jeſty ; and we of our own nature cannot have 
this moſt ſingular treaſure except thou giveſt 
it unto us from above, and doeſt breath it 
into our hearts by thy holy ſpirit : for we of 
ourſelves are blind, ignorant, fooliſh, and 
by no means can perceive the things that per- 
tain to the ſpirit of God, we moſt heartily 
beſeech thee to take away from us all infi- 
delity and unfaithfulneſs, which we received 
of old Adam, and to -plant in us true faith 
_ and undoubted belief, that we may be tho- 
roughly perſuaded that thou art the fon of 
the living God, very God and very man, 
our alone ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice, our alone 
iediator, advocate, and interceffor, our alone 


wiſdom, righteouſneſs, fantification, and re- 
demption, by whom alone, and for whoſe 


fake only, thy heavenly father is well pleaſed 
with us, our ſins are remitted, grace and 
everlaſting life are freely given unto us. O 
Lord God, ſuffer us not to lean to our own 
wiſdom, nor to believe, as blind fleſh fan- 
cieth, nor to ſeek falvation where ſuperſtition 

dreameth ; 


4 £ 2-063. wat ag Wk » ITS T - 
SIE 2 TI.” LESLIE IIS... Y ol 
ESL, IH "IPKP S's 5a Paz n . 


dre 
ed 

bel 
tru! 
the 
ver 


hea 
ty. 
thy 
{on. 
neſt 
pert 
one 
God 
alſo 
ever 
by 1 
fron 
faſt] 
Wor 
Jeſu 
mor 
we | 
thy 
befo 
brin 
glor 
{od 
liveſ 
end. 


_—_ eden # 


_ 


E997 - 
dreameth ; but let our faith only be ground- 
ed on thy word, and give us grace truly to 
believe in thee with all our heart, to put our | 
truſt in thee, to look for all good things of 
thee, to call upon thy bleſſed name in ad- 
verſity, and with joyful voices and more merry 
hearts, to praiſe and magnify it in proſperi- 
ty. Suffer us not to doubt neither of God 
thy heavenly father, nor of thee, God his 
ſon, nor of God the holy ghoſt, but ear- 
neſtly to believe that you being the diſtin&t 
perſons in the Deity, are notwithſtanding 
one very God, beſides whom there is no 
God, neither in heaven nor in earth. Grant 
alſo that we may affuredly believe whatſo- 
ever 1s contained in the holy ſcriptures, and 
by no means ſuffer ourſelves to be plucked 
from the verity thereof, but mainly and ſted- 
faſtly abide in the ſame even unto death, rage 


| world, roar devil. And this faith, O ſweet 


Jeſu, increaſe thou daily in us more and 
more, that at the laſt through thy goodneſs 
we may be made perfect and f{trong men in 
thy holy religion, and ſhew ourſelves both 
before thee and the world truly faithful, by 
bringing forth plenty of good works unto the 
glory and honour of thy name: which with | 
God the father, and God the holy gholt, 
liveſt and reigneſt true God worlds without 
end. Amen. 


ae | N TIS. 


C991 
partakers of thy divine nature, through the 
wonderful working of thy bleſſed fpirit. 
Through faith ſo many as believe are julti- 
fed, made the ſons and heirs of God, and 
have everlaſting life. By faith we obtain of 
God all good things, even whatſoever we 
aſk in thy name. Secing that faith 1s ſo pre- 
cious a jewel in thy fight, that without it 
nothing is acceptable unto thy divine ma- 
jeſty ; and we of our own nature cannot have 
this moſt ſingular treaſure except thou givelt 
it unto us from above, and doeſt breath it 
into our hearts by thy holy ſpirit : for we of 
ourſelves are blind, ignorant, foohiſh, and 
by no means can perceive the things that per- 
tain to the ſpirit of God, we moſt heartily 
beſeech thee to take away from us all infi- 
delity and unfaithfulneſs, which we received 
of old Adam, and to -plant in us true faith 
and undoubted belief, that we may be tho- 
roughly perſuaded that thou art the ſon ot 
the living God, very God and very man, 
our alone ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice, our alone 
inediator, advocate, and interceſlor, our alone 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, fanCtification, and re- 


demption, by whom alone, and for . whoſe. 


take only, thy heavenly father is well pleaſed 
with us, our fins are remitted, grace and 
everlaſting life are freely given unto us. O 
Lord God, ſuffer us not to lean to our own 
wiſdom, nor to believe, as blind fleſh fan- 
cieth, nor to ſeek falvation where ſuperſtition 

dreameth ; 
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dreameth ; but let our faith only be ground- 
ed on thy word, and give us grace truly to 
believe in thee with all our heart, to put our 
truſt in thee, to look for all good things of 
thee, to call upon thy bleſſed name in ad- 
verſity, and with joyful voices and more merry 
hearts, to praiſe and magnify it in proſperi- 
ty. Suffer us not to doubt neither of God 
thy heavenly father, nor of thee, God his 
ſon, nor of God the holy ghoſt, but ear- 
neſtly to believe that you being the diſtin&t 


_ perſons in the Deity, are notwithſtanding 


one very God, beſides whom there is no 
God, neither in heaven nor in earth. Grant 
alſo that we may aſfuredly believe whatſo- 
ever is contained in the holy ſcriptures, and 
by no means ſufter ourſelves to be plucked 
from the verity thereof, but mainly and ſted- 
faſtly abide in the fame even unto death, rage 
world, roar devil. And this faith, O ſweet 


| Jeſu, increaſe thou daily in us more and 
KF more, that at the laſt through thy goodnels 


we may be made perfect and ſtrong men in 
thy holy religion, and ſhew ourſelves both 
before thee and the world truly faithful, by 
bringing forth plenty of good works unto the 
elory and honour of thy name : which with 
God the father, and God the holy gholt, 
liveſt and reigneſt true God worlds without 
end. Amen. 
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